Oldest  Bible  texts  discovered 
show  scripture  hasn  9t  changed 

JERUSALEM,  Israel  ( EP)  —  Translation  of  two  cigarette-sized  silver 
amulets  found  in  an  ancient  tomb  show  that  at  least  some  of  the  prayers 
of  ancient  Judaism  remain  prayers  today,  virtually  word  for  word. 

Prior  to  the  20th  Century,  the  oldest  known  texts  dated  to  the  10th  Cen¬ 
tury  A.D.  In  1903  the  Nasy  Papyrus  was  published,  based  on  a  single 
papyrus  fragment  which  included  the  Ten  Commandments  and  a 
liturgical  prayer,  dating  to  around  100  B.C.  The  Dead  Sea  Scrolls, 
discovered  in  the  late  1940s,  contained  even  older  biblical  texts,  dating 
to  the  late  Third  Century  B.C.  The  newly -translated  amulets  have  been 
dated  by  translator  Gabriel  Barkay  to  the  Seventh  Century  B.C. 

The  part  deciphered  on  one  of  the  amulets  is  the  priestly  benediction 
found  in  Numbers  6:24-26,  almost  identical  to  the  Masoretic  text  in  use 
today:  “The  Lord  bless  thee  and  keep  thee;  the  Lord  make  His  face 
to  shine  upon  thee  and  be  gracious  unto  thee;  the  Lord  lift  up  His 
countenance  upon  thee  and  give  thee  peace.”  The  other  amulet  com¬ 
pacts  the  benediction.  With  the  exception  of  isolated  words,  the  remain¬ 
ing  text  of  the  amulets  remains  undeciphered. 

The  rolled-up  amulets  were  part  of  a  treasure  hoard  discovered  in 
1979  by  Barkai  in  a  First  Temple  period  family  tomb  opposite  Mount 
Zion.  It  took  three  years  for  technical  experts  from  the  Israel  Museum 
to  open  the  fragile  amulets.  The  writing  is  very  faint,  and  recovery  of 
the  text  has  been  assisted  by  enlarged  photographs,  special  lighting, 
and  microbinoculars. 

A  break  in  the  translation  of  the  fragments  came  when 
draughtswoman  Ada  Yardeni  mentioned  to  a  religious  colleague  that 
the  passage  contained  the  name  of  God  three  times.  “Three  times? 
Maybe  it’s  the  priestly  benediction,”  he  guessed  correctly. 

The  amulets  had  holes  for  strings,  and  were  evidently  worn  around 
the  neck  and  buried  with  their  owners.  The  amulets  are  the  only  ones 
ever  found  from  the  biblical  period. 


Ethiopia  volunteer  counters 
magazine’s  allegations 


ADDIS  ABABA,  Ethiopia  (BP)  —  A 
Southern  Baptist  volunteer  from 
Florida  has  disputed  generalizations 
of  misuse  of  hunger  relief  funds 
printed  in  the  October  issue  of 
Reader’s  Digest. 

Ed  Mason,  who  has  administered 
Southern  Baptist  famine  relief  efforts 
in  Ethiopia  since  January  1985,  said 
he  is  distressed  organizations  from 
various  countries  “were  painted  with 
the  same  broad  brush”  in  a  Digest  ar¬ 
ticle  titled,  “Famine  Aid:  Were  We 
Duped?” 

Mason,  of  Thllahassee,  is  a  former 
president  of  the  Florida  Baptist  Con¬ 
vention  and  a  former  state  public  ser¬ 
vice  commissioner.  He  also  served 
volunteer  stints  in  Ethiopia  as 
business  manager  of  the  Southern 
Baptist  mission  in  1976-77  and  1982-83. 

In  an  open  letter  to  Southern  Bap- 


in  Ethiopia.  Possibly  there  has  been 
some  skimming  of  the  aid  by  govern¬ 
ment  representatives  and  by  some 
NGOs  (non-government  organiza¬ 
tions).” 

But  to  Southern  Baptist  donors,  he 
wrote,  “Please  know  that  your  dollars 
were  spent  for  the  purpose  for  which 
they  were  given.”  About  $4.7  million 
in  hunger  relief  donations  by  Southern 
Baptists  have  been  spent  fighting 
Ethiopia’s  famine. 

Five  feeding  stations  with  medical 
clinics  in  rugged  canyon  regions  more 
than  100  miles  north  of  Addis  Ababa 
are  operated  by  about  20  Southern 
Baptist  volunteers  and  numerous 
Ethiopian  co-workers,  all  supervised 
by  three  career  missionary  couples  in 
the  country. 

As  to  other  organizations  involved 
in  famine  relief,  Mason  observed,  “I 
know  from  a  personal  acquaintance 
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tists  who  contributed  to  Ethiopian  with  most  of  them  they  are  dedicated 


hunger  relief,  Mason  wrote,  “To  say  and  committed  people  with  one  goal 


Population  trends  highlight 
need  for  individual  response 


that  you  . . .  were  tricked  or  misin¬ 
formed  as  to  how  your  contributions 
were  being  used  is,  to  say  the  least,  in¬ 
accurate  and  unjustified.” 

The  Reader’s  Digest  article  was 
written  by  Rony  Brauman  of  Doctors 
Without  Borders,  a  French 
humanitarian  group  that  once  work¬ 
ed  in  Ethiopia. 

Money,  food  and  equipment  to  aid 
starving  people,  Brauman  claimed, 
were  “hijacked”  by  officials  of  the 
Marxist-backed  Ethiopian  govern¬ 
ment  to  buttress  a  massive,  political¬ 
ly  motivated  resettlement  program. 

No  Southern  Baptist  relief  workers 
or  funds  have  been  involved  in  reset¬ 
tlement,  Mason  noted.  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  mission  efforts,  in  seeking  to  meet 
human  spiritual  and  physical  needs, 
avoid  political  disputes,  he  said. 

Mason  acknowledged,  “I  cannot  say 
there  has  not  been  some  mismanage¬ 
ment  in  some  . . .  feeding  programs 


—  that  of  alleviating  human  suffering. 
“Literally  hundreds  of  thousands  of 
lives  have  been  spared  and  un¬ 
numbered  children  have  been  return¬ 
ed  to  health  through  ...  the  food  and 
supplies  sent  to  Ethiopia,”  Mason 
wrote.  Governments  and  various 
groups  in  numerous  countries,  along 
with  millions  of  individual  donors, 
“have  made  possible  a  mighty 
humanitarian  effort,  the  likes  of 
which  probably  have  never  before 
been  seen  anywhere  in  the  world.” 

Southern  Baptists  are  continuing  to 
provide  rations  of  grain,  milk  powder, 
and  cooking  oil  to  about  100,000  rural 
subsistence  farmers  and  their 
families,  he  noted.  , 

"The  war  against  famine  is  not  yet 
won,”  Mason  said.  "Adults  now  have 
strength  to  work  their  farms,”  but 
even  after  major  harvests  this  month 
and  next,  food  for  10,000  to  15,000  peo 
pie  may  be  needed. 


BIRMINGHAM,  Ala.  -  Five  billion 
people  is  a  number  too  difficult  to  be 
grasped  by  most  individuals. 

Yet  on  July  7,  1986,  the  number  of 
people  on  Earth  exceeded  5  billion, 
according  to  the  Population  Institu¬ 
tion  in  Washington,  D.C. 

Seventy-five  million  dollars  sounds 
like  a  large  number  too  —  until  it  is 
compared  to  those  5  billion  people. 

Southern  Baptist  foreign  mis¬ 
sionaries  are  well  aware  of  the  need 
for  greater  spiritual  and  financial 
resources  to  meet  the  rapidly- 
growing  needs. 


By  Craig  Bird 

“We  have  no  choice.  We  cannot  say, 
‘I  might  do  it  or  I  might  not  do  it.'  We 
must  do  it  and  we  must  do  it  now  and 
with  all  possible  haste,"  explains 
Charles  Collins.  Guatemala. 

Collins'  words  are  underscored  by 
more  stunning  statistics  from  the 
Population  Reference  Bureau.  Each 
hour  of  1986  the  population  is  increas¬ 
ing  by  more  than  9,000.  Each  minute 
258  people  are  born  and  101  die. 

Christianity  is  on  the  move,  im¬ 
pressively  so,  according  to  Foreign 
Mission  Board  figures.  There  are 
Christians  and  Christian  congrega¬ 


tions  in  all  223  countries  of  the  world. 
Persons  who  identify  themselves  as 
Christians  comprise  the  majority  in 
two-thirds  of  the  countries. 

But  since  1900,  the  estimated 
percentage  of  Christians  in  the  world 
population  has  declined  from  34.4  to 
32.8.  And  the  gap  is  widening. 

The  $75  million  Lottie  Moon  offer¬ 
ing  goal  (up  $5  million  from  the  1985 
receipts)  could  be  reached  by  an 
average  gift  of  less  than  $5  from  each 
of  the  15  million  members  of  SBC 
churches. 

Craig  Bird  writes  for  FMB. 
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Gratitude  Knows  No  Season 


Editorials  .  .  .  by  Don  McGregor 

Continual  Thanksgiving 


This  is  Thanksgiving  week,  and  it 
should  cause  us  to  think  back  to  the 
time  of  our  Pilgrim  forefathers  and 
the  establishment  of  Thanksgiving. 

Naturally,  they  didn’t  have  football 
games  and  big  parades  to  use  for 
celebration  of  the  initial  Thanksgiv¬ 
ing.  Maybe  it’s  just  as  well.  They  pro¬ 
bably  spent  the  day  being  thankful. 

They  had  a  great  deal  to  be  thankful 
for.  They  had  survived  in  a  foreign  and 
sometimes  hostile  land,  and  all  they 
planned  for  the  observance  was 
thankfulness. 

Surely  the  change  was  a  gradual 
one,  but  now  of  course  the  thought  of 
being  thankful  is  reserved  for  just  a 
moment  before  eating  a  meal  big 
enough  to  last  all  week  under  normal 
circumstances. 

We  still  have  plenty  to  be  thankful 
for.  The  affluence  that  provides  the 
big  meal  and  the  television  set  on 
which  we  view  the  parades  and  the 
football  games  are  starting  places. 
Should  we  be  thankful  for  these  things 
in  our  own  lives  when  so  many  in  the 
world  are  going  without  the  basic 


necessities?  That  is  a  thorny  question 
that  doesn’t  come  with  an  easy 
answer.  If  we  are  going  to  be  thankful 
for  having  so  much,  it  might  follow 
that  we  are  called  upon  to  share  some 
of  the  plenty  that  we  have  with  so 
many  who  have  nothing. 

If  we  have  health,  we  should  be 
thankful.  But,  again,  there  are  many 
who  don’t  have  healthy  bodies  right 
here  in  our  own  nation  to  say  nothing 
of  the  multiplied  millions  all  over  the 
world  who  are  less  than  healthy  for 
one  reason  or  another. 

Do  we  say.  Lord,  I  thank  you  that  I 
am  not  like  those  other  people? 

Surely  not.  But  there  are  more  than 
enough  reasons  for  each  of  us  to  be 
thankful.  We  need  to  determine  what 
those  reasons  are  and  express  our 
thanks  in  abundance. 

Thanksgiving  is  a  religious  holiday. 
It  is  observed  by  the  entirety  of  the 
United  States,  however.  In  effect  it  has 
been  taken  over  by  non-religious 
concepts. 

We  don’t  have  to  observe  Thanks¬ 
giving.  There  is  nothing  in  the  scrip¬ 


ture  that  says  that  the  fourth  Thurs¬ 
day  of  November  will  be  a  day  of 
Thanksgiving. 

There  is  scripture,  however,  that 
says  that  we  should  be  thankful  for  the 
Lord’s  blessings  every  day  of  the  year. 

We  can  enjoy  the  day  or  two  of  miss¬ 
ing  work.  We  can  enjoy  the  football 
games,  the  parades,  and  the  big 
meals.  But  Thanksgiving  should 
mean  something  to  us.  Not  many  will 
have  emulated  the  Pilgrim  fore¬ 
fathers  and  spent  the  day  in  attitudes 
of  Thanksgiving.  The  day  can  remind 
us,  however,  that  we  do  have  overflow¬ 
ing  blessings;  and  we  need  to  be 
thankful  for  them  day  by  day. 

If  we  can  come  to  such  a  position  as 
this.  Thanksgiving  will  have  served  a 
noble  purpose. 

Readers,  of  course,  are  finding 
these  lines  a  day  or  so  after  the  day 
of  the  holiday.  As  the  post  office  was 
closed  on  the  actual  day,  there  was  no 
way  to  get  the  paper  to  subscribers  in 
advance  of  the  holiday. 

The  concept  still  holds,  however. 
The  Thanksgiving  season,  at  the  very 


least,  should  remind  us  to  be  thankful 
the  year  around.  Unless  it  has  done 
that,  it  has  had  no  religious 
significance. 

There  are  some  who  think  that  we 


should  just  skip  Thanksgiving  and  get 
on  with  Christmas.  The  stores  have 
already  taken  that  step;  and,  very 
likely,  the  rest  of  us  will  follow^  along 
in  due  time. 


Guest  opinion  .  .  . 

Bold  New  Growth/Mississippi 

By  Earl  Kelly 


Message  Delivered  During  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 


And  the  word  of  God  increased ;  and 
the  number  of  the  disciples  multiplied 
in  Jerusalem  greatly;  and  a  great 
company  of  the  priests  were  obedient 
to  the  faith  (Acts  6:7). 

And  the  Lord  make  you  to  increase 
and  abound  in  love  one  toward 
another,  and  toward  all  men  ...  (I 
Thess.  3:12). 

“Does  God  want  your  church  to 
grow?”  The  issue  is  not  “Does  God 
want  his  church  to  grow?”  He  does! 
The  issue  is  not  “Can  God’s  church 
grow?”  It  can!  The  issue  is  not  “Will 
God’s  church  grow?”  It  will!  The 
issue  is  to  discover  how  and  what  our 
response  will  be  in  structure,  priori¬ 
ty,  and  ministry  to  get  in  on  the 
growth  which  God  is  going  to  make 
happen  some  place 

Many  of  our  churches  stumble  from 
crisis  to  crisis.  The  energies  of  the 
faithful  members  are  expended  in 
solving  such  questions  as  “How  are 
we  going  to  afford  the  increased  cost 
of  utilities?”  “What  about  the  leak 
that  has  developed  in  the  roof°"  A 
wide  range  of  questions  goes  on  and 
on.  Rather  than  focusing  on  the  lost 
masses  and  planning  to  reach  them, 
the  church  tends  to  become  ingrown, 
self-centered.  Creative  planning  for 
growth  is  necessary  to  break  out  of 
this  shell.  The  church  membership 
must  decide  if  it  really  wants  to  grow, 
place  the  goal  in  sequential  steps  for 
growth  and  logical  order,  develop  a 


timeline  for  accomplishment,  assign 
tasks  to  people,  follow-up  on  that 
assignment,  and  supervise  the  carry¬ 
ing  out  of  the  plan. 

It  is  the  desire  of  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  Convention  Board  to  assist 
each  Mississippi  Baptist  Church  to 
become  involved  in  the  growth  pro¬ 
cess  by  starting  some  kind  of  new  unit 
or  units.  The  term  new  unit  refers  to 
on-going  work,  not  short  term  pro¬ 
jects.  We  choose  to  call  this  project 
BOLD  NEW  GROWTH.  Through  the 
creation  of  new  units  we  will  be 
reaching  people,  developing 
believers,  and  strengthening 
missions. 

I.  New  Units  Can  Help  Churches 
Reach  More  People 

The  church  can  reach  unreached 
people  by  starting  new  units  The  fer¬ 
tile  field  is  in  the  “new  ground.”  It  is 
probable  that  one  and  a  half  million 
lost  people  live  in  the  undertilled 
fields  of  Mississippi  —  the  “old-new 
ground.” 

A  close  examination  of  the  Bold 
New  Growth  depicted  in  the  Book  of 
Acts  shows  that  the  church  quickly- 
moved  from  addition  (Acts  2:41)  to 
multiplication  ( Acts  6:1-7,  Acts  12-24). 
Acts  9:31-35  keeps  emphasizing  the 
multiplications  of  the  church.  The 
church  soon  exploded  beyond  its 
traditional  boundaries  and  began 
reaching  ethnic  groups  (Acts  11:21), 
until  in  Acts  19: 10  all  Jews  and  Greeks 


in  Asia  heard  the  Word  of  the  Lord. 
That  indeed  is  an  amazing  testimony  of 
the  outreach  of  the  early  churches. 

The  hour  is  late  for  the  reaching  of 
new  people.  Of  the  1,985  Baptist  chur¬ 
ches  in  Mississippi,  993,  or  50  percent 
of  these  churches,  experienced  a  loss 
in  resident  membership  during  the 
past  year.  Sixty-eight  percent  of 
Mississippi  Baptist  churches  have 
plateaued  or  are  declining.  Statistics 
will  reveal  we  lose  an  average  of  2.8 
percent  of  our  membership  by 
transfer  each  year  and  1.2  percent  by 
death  each  year. 

Part  of  the  shrinkage  may  be  in  our 
lack  of  evangelistic  outreach,  because 
last  year  21  percent  or  438  of  our 
Mississippi  Baptist  churches  did  not 
baptize  one  person.  Churches  could 
profit  by  following  the  example  of 
Pearl  River  Baptist  Association, 
where  all  33  churches  baptized  one  or 
more  in  1986,  or  Sharkey-Issaquena 
churches,  which  more  than  doubled 
its  baptisms  in  1986. 

Growing  churches  are  composed  of 
people  who  sense  that  men  and 
women  without  Christ  are  lost  and 
destined  to  eternal  damnation.  So¬ 
meone  has  called  them  the  people  of 
"one-way”  That  is  they  possess  a  con¬ 
viction  that  belief  in  Jesus  Christ  is 
essential  for  salvation  and  that  in 
Christ  alone  people  discover  the  new 
life.  They  are  overwhelmed  with  the 


sense  that  the  true  and  living  God  has 
revealed  himself  in  the  person  of 
Jesus  of  Nazareth,  who  was  born  Lord 
and  Messiah.  A  church  membership 
that  clearly  recognizes  its  mission  to 
be  that  of  redeeming  lost  men  will 
make  and  carry  out  clearly  defined 
plans  to  reach  them. 

Planning  alone  is  like  a  car  with  no 
engine,  a  refrigerator  that  is  not 
plugged  in.  It  takes  a  living  relation¬ 
ship  with  a  loving  Christ  to  feel  his 
burden  for  souls.  Luke  describes 
Christ’s  attitude  for  the  lost:  “And 
when  he  was  come  near;  he  beheld 
the  city,  and  wept  over  it”  (Luke 
19:41).  If  we  are  to  experience  Bold 
New  Growth,  we  must  come  near  to 
people  and  rub  shoulders  with  them 
in  the  everyday  activities  of  life. 
Growing  churches  sense  that  a  world 
is  lost.  Growing  churches  have  a 
deeper  love  for  the  lost  than  they  do 
for  their  fiwn  petty  problems;  they 
sense  that  the  great  burden  of  Christ 
is  the  redemption  of  the  lost. 

When  one  looks  at  the  non-resident 
rolls  of  the  average  church,  there  is 
a  fertile  field  to  be  found  in  that  group 
alone  for  new  growth.  The  number  of 
inactive  members  is  growing.  We 
must  develop  our  people  to  visit  peo¬ 
ple  on  their  own  turf  —  especially  the 
inactive  members.  They  are  very  im¬ 
portant  because  surveys  indicate  85 
percent  of  the  people  who  join  a 
church  join  because  of  friends, 


neighbors,  or  relatives.  The  church 
grows  when  families  are  reached.  We 
need  to  go  after  the  adults  —  the  head 
of  the  family. 

The  scriptures  show  us  the  pattern. 
When  the  Gadarene  demoniac  came 
to  Jesus,  he  was  told  to  go  and  tell  his 
family.  The  Samaritan  woman  left 
her  water  pot  when  she  found  Jesus 
and  went  and  told  her  close  acquain¬ 
tances  about  him.  By  leaving  the 
water  pot,  she  indicated  that  she  in¬ 
tended  to  come  back  as  quick  as  she 
could  tell  the  Good  News.  Ethnic  peo¬ 
ple  seem  to  realize  the  urgency.  Three 
of  the  10  low  baptismal  ratio  churches 
in  our  convention  during  1986  were 
Gulf  Coast  ethnic  churches. 

II.  New  Units  Develop  More 
Believers. 

The  successful  expansion  of  any 
movement  is  in  direct  proportion  to 
its  success  in  mobilizing  and  occupy¬ 
ing  its  total  membership  in  constant 
propagation  of  its  beliefs. 

Growth  in  our  churches  depends 
upon  the  willingness  of  the  pastor  and 
other  staff  persons  to  train  the  laity 
and  to  give  significant  areas  of 
ministry  to  their  charge.  Our  Lord 
took  three  years  to  train  12  ministers. 
The  number  seemed  so  small  in  such 
a  vast  lost  World,  yet  if  each  of  our 
ministers  were  to  spend  an  entire 
year  training  four  people  and  commit 
a  portion  of  his  ministry  to  their 

(Continued  on  Page  7) 
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President  Rogers  seeks 
“very  best  Baptists” 


MEMPHIS, -Term.  (BP)  —  Southern 
Baptist  Convention  President  Adrian 
Rogers  has  issued  a  call  for  recom¬ 
mendations  of  the  “very  best  Bap¬ 
tists”  to  serve  on  committees  at  the 
1987  annual  meeting. 

In  an  “Open  Letter  to  Southern  Bap¬ 
tists”  issued  through  Baptist  Press, 
Rogers  announced  the  beginning  of 
choosing  nominees  for  the  1987  Com¬ 
mittee  on  Committees,  and  the 
Resolutions,  Credentials,  and  Tellers 
Committees. 

“It  is  my  desire  to  choose  the  very 
best  Southern  Baptists  for  these  posi¬ 
tions.  This  will  be  accomplished  most 
effectively  with  your  prayerful  sup¬ 
port  and  personal  recommendations 
under  the  guidance  of  the  Holy  Spirit. 

“We  welcome  recommendations 
from  every  corner  of  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  work.” 

Under  the  constitution  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention,  the 
president  appoints  the  Committee  on 
Committees,  Resolutions  Committee 
and  Credentials  Committee  “in  con- 


By  Dan  Martin 

ference  with”  the  two  vice  presidents 
and  the  Tellers  Committee  “in  con¬ 
sultation  with"  the  convention’s 
registration  secretary. 

First  vice  president  is  Jack  Stanton 
of  Bolivar,  Mo. ;  second  vice  president 
is  Ray  Roberts  of  Asheville,  N.C. ;  and 
registration  secretary  is  Lee  Porter  of 
Nashville,  Tenn. 

Rogers,  who  was  elected  to  the 
presidency  first  in  1979  and  then  again 
at  the  1986  annual  meeting  in  Atlan¬ 
ta,  is  ptttor  of  Bellevue  Baptist 
Church  in  Memphis. 

The  appointment  process  has  been 
at  the  center  of  the  seven-year  con¬ 
troversy  in  the  nation's  largest  nonj 
Catholic  denomination.  The  president 
appoints  the  Committee  on  Commit¬ 
tees,  which  nominates  the  Committee 
on  Boards,  which,  in  turn,  nominates 
the  persons  who  will  be  trustees  and 
committee  members  of  the  20  na¬ 
tional  agencies  of  the  SBC. 

Several  efforts  have  been  made  in 
recent  years  to  force  the  president  to 
nominate  the  Committee  on  Commit¬ 


tees  from  a  pool  of  persons  suggested 
by  state  Baptist  convention  executives 
or  to  select  the  sitting  presidents  of 
state  conventions  and  presidents  of 
state  Woman’s  Missionary  Unions  as 
committee  members.  Each  of  the  ef¬ 
forts  has  failed. 

An  effort  to  substitute  state  conven¬ 
tion  and  WMU  presidents,  which  was 
ruled  out  of  order  at  the  1985  annual 
meeting,  is  at  the  center  of  a  federal 
court  lawsuit  that  was  won  by  the  SBC 
but  is  now  in  a  federal  appeals  court. 

Recently,  moderates  challenged 
Rogers  to  appoint  state  presidents  and 
state  WMU  presidents  as  the  Commit¬ 
tee  on  Committees.  The  challenge  was 
made  by  James  Slatton,  pastor  of 
River  Road  Baptist  Church  in  Rich¬ 
mond.  Va.;  Norman  Cavender,  a 
laymai  *rom  Claxton,  Ga.;  and  Win¬ 
fred  Mi  re,  pastor  of  First  Baptist 
Church  of  Amarillo,  Texas,  and  a 
twice  .successful  moderate  can¬ 
didate  for  SBC  president. 

Rogers  told  Baptist  Press  he  wrote 
(Continued  on  page  13) 


First  Church,  Hattiesburg  will  pre¬ 
sent  the  CORAL  SINFONICO,  choir 
of  the  North  Brazil  Baptist 
Theological  Seminary,  Recife,  Brazil, 
in  concert  on  Dec.  9,  at  7  p.m. 

This  choral  group  of  40  voices  is  on 
tour  in  the  USA.  “Its  primary  objec¬ 
tives  are  to  increase  interest  in  world 
mission  opportunities,  especially  in 
Brazil,  to  share  Brazilian  sacred  in¬ 
digenous  music,  and  to  help  seminary 
students  gain  a  wider  view  of  Baptist 
work,  its  scope  and  potential, ’’said 
Fred  Spann,  director  of  the  Music 
Department -at  the  seminary. 


The  CORAL  SINFONICO  (Sym 
phonic  Choir)  has  had  a  24  year 
history  of  singing  in  churches,  univer¬ 
sities  and  theaters  in  practically  all 
of  the  states  in  Brazil. 

The  members  of  this  choir  are,  in 
large  part,  students  and  faculty  of 
South  America’s  oldest  (1902)  and 
largest  (800  students)  evangelical 
seminary.  Its  music  department  was 
begun  in  1959  having,  currently,  250 
seminary  students  studying  towards 
the  Bachelor  of  Church  Music  degree. 

During  its  tour,  the  choir  will  pre¬ 
sent  special  foreign  mission  chapel 


services  in  four  Southern  Baptist 
seminaries,  assist  in  promotion  of 
world  mission  efforts  in  12  states,  and 
share  Brazilian  music  (sacred,  folk 
and  popular)  on  several  Baptist 
university  campuses.  They  sang  in 
1980  at  First  Church,  Jackson. 

“Those  attending  the  concert 
should  acquire  a  feel  for  the  thrilling 
Latin  American  rhythms,  become  ac¬ 
quainted  with  interesting  contem¬ 
porary  Brazilian  musical  sounds,  and 
hear  traditional  sacred  music  com¬ 
positions  as  well,”  said  Spann.  The 
public  is  invited. 


India  Mission,  weathers 
funds  freeze;  gets  money 

By  Marty  Croll 


NEW  DELHI,  India  (BP)  -  After 
weathering  a  four-month  government 
freeze  on  foreign  support.  Baptist 
work  in  India  has  been  freed  to  use 
$289,000  for  evangelism  and  health 
care. 

About  three-fourths  of  the  money 
was  transferred  in  mid-November  in¬ 
to  the  treasury  of  the  organization  of 
Southern  Baptist  missionaries  in  In¬ 
dia,  known  as  the  Indian  Baptist  mis¬ 
sion,  after  the  government  approved 
two  separate  requests  for  the  mission 
to  receive  operating  funds  from  out¬ 
side  the  nation. 

Another  request,  for  $69,000,  was 
made  only  after  the  Baptist  hospital 
in  Bangalore  applied  as  an  institution 
to  receive  funds  directly  from  the 
Southern  Baptist  Foreign  Mission 
Board  instead  of  through  the  mission 
treasury.  As  late  as  Nov.  21,  the  mis¬ 
sion  was  awaiting  the  arrival  of  that 
money  from  the  board,  which  sent  it 
by  special  courier  to  avoid  a  telecom¬ 
munications  strike  in  the  country. 

The  hospital  has  been  the  center  of 
Southern  Baptist  mission  efforts  in 
the  southern  state  of  Karnataka  since 
the  early  1970s. 

Two  additional  requests  for 
operating  funds  would  carry  the  mis¬ 
sion  through  March  1987  but  have  not 
yet  been  approved.  Also,  missionaries 
were  planning  to  ask  the  government 
to  allow  the  mission  to  receive  funds 
on  the  basis  of  regular  need,  rather 
than  applying  beforehand  and  waiting 
up  to  four  months  for  each  approval, 
said  missionary  Rebekah  Naylor. 

The  problem  began  in  June  when 
missionaries  learned  the  Indian 
government  was  putting  a  freeze  on 
contributions  from  outside  the 
country. 

They  were  told  they  must  apply  in 
the  future  each  time  they  receive 
Southern  Baptist  funds.  They  were 
told  then  to  accept  no  further  money 


from  the  Foreign  Mission  Board 
unless  it  was  first  approved  by  the 
central  government.  Approval  can 
take  up  to  four  months. 

An  audit  further  complicated  af¬ 
fairs  of  the  mission,  which  has  faced 
increasingly  complex  struggles  to 
keep  missionaries  on  the  field  with  ap¬ 
proved  visas.  The  number  of  mis¬ 
sionaries  assigned  to  live  permanent¬ 
ly  on  the  field  has  dropped  from  23  in 
1983  to  five  at  present. 

Naylor,  the  hospital  administrator, 
must  apply  for  visa  renewal  in 
December.  Visa  renewal  still  is  pen¬ 
ding  for  David  Travis,  an  agricultural 
professor  at  a  national  institution,  and 
his  wife,  Glenda,  who  applied  in  June. 
A  newly  appointed  missionary, 
pediatrician  Cindy  Howard,  soon  will 
apply  for  a  visa,  also.  No  new  visas 
have  been  granted  for  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  missionaries  to  India  in  six  years. 

lb  survive  during  the  recent  freeze 
on  funds,  the  Indian  mission  curtail¬ 
ed  and  combined  Baptist  programs  in 
the  country  so  it  could  fund 
evangelism  efforts  and  keep  the 
hospital  running.  Missionary  salaries, 
deposited  in  stateside  banks  by  the 
Foreign  Mission  Board,  were  not 
affected. 

The  requests  most  recently  approv  ¬ 
ed  were  for  $150,000  and  $70,000. 
Naylor  said.  Missionaries  applied  for 
the  former  amount  as  soon  as  they 
were  notified  of  the  audit.  The  Foreign 
Mission  Board  finance  office  was  for¬ 
warding  the  $70,000  to  the  mission 
treasury  when  the  mission  learned  it 
could  accept  no  more  outside  money 

Located  near  the  southern  tip  of  In¬ 
dia,  the  Bangalore  hospital  has  been 
the  hub  around  which  a  convention  of 
more  than  250  churches  has  grown 
More  than  200  of  those  have  been 
started  during  the  past  three  years 

Marty  Croll  writes  for  the  FMB. 


Parks  visits  China, 
finds  spiritual  depth 


Bv  Erich 

RICHMOND.  Va  (BP)  —  The 
Christians  of  China  “have  as  much  to 
offer  us  as  we  have  to  offer  them."  in¬ 
sisted  Southern  Baptist  mission 
leader  R.  Keith  Parks,  back  from  a 
two-week  visit  to  China. 

Chinese  Christians,  he  discovered, 
also  have  something  many  believers 
in  the  West  lack  —  a  great  spiritual 
depth  born  of  hardship. 

“I  went  to  China  to  try  to  learn  from 
them,”  Parks,  president  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  Foreign  Mission 
Board  reported  upon  his  return.  “I  feel 
the  Christians  there  have  learned 
something  about  the  Christian  ex¬ 
perience  because  of  what  they’ve  been 
through  that  most  of  us  have  not 
learned.” 

Parks  and  his  wife,  Helen  Jean, 
visited  Christian  leaders,  pastors  and 
churches  in  Guangzhou,  Shanghai, 
Nanjing,  Xian  and,  Beijing  in  late  Oc¬ 
tober  and  early  November.  Accompa¬ 
nying  them  were  Charles  Bryan,  the 
Foreign  Mission  Board's  head  of 


Bridges 

overseas  operations,  and  his  wife. 
Martha. 

Cooperative  Services  International 
Director  Lewis  Myers  and  his 
associates.  Britt  Tbwery  and  Jack 
Shelby,  also  traveled  with  the  group, 
along  with  their  wives.  Myers,  a 
Mississippian,  spoke  of  the  trip  dur¬ 
ing  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention. 

Southern  Baptists  now  relate  to 
Chinese  Christians  through 
Cooperative  Services  International, 
an  office  formed  in  1985  to  help  the 
denomination  assist  Christians  and 
others  in  countries  where  mis¬ 
sionaries  do  not  work. 

Christian  missionaries,  including 
Southern  Baptists,  left  China  early  in 
the  Communist  era. 

China  suffered  during  the  1966-76 
Cultural  Revolution,  and  Chinese 
Christians  suffered  with  their  nation 
Radicals  persecuted  intellectuals,  atr- 
( Continued  on  page  *)  : 


W.  Lewis  Nobles 


Paul  N.  Nunnery 


E.  Harold  Fisher 


J.  Ralph  Noonkester 


Convention  honors  heads  of  institutions 


Mississippi  Baptists.  Scrolls  Graham  Smith,  associate  Noonkester  adapted  a  university  produced.  Nunnery,  an  innovative  and  Of  his  28-year  professional  career, 

citing  their  accomplishments  pastor  and  music  minister  at  gra^uateand  Drof^ionaforoerams  ^ns*t‘vead”1‘?lstrator'  has  «pand-  E.  Harold  Fisher  has  spent  21  years 
_ .  £  rr _ . _ „  _ .  graduate  and  professional  programs  ed  and  adjusted  service  ministries  to  at  Blue  Mountain  College.  He 

were  given  to  each.  Morrison  Heights  Church,  in  music,  church  vocations,  business  meet  the  needs  of  today’s  troubled  shouldered  its  presidency  July  1,  1965, 

A  Visual  production  was  Clinton.  administration,  education,  nursing,  children,  victims  of  abuse,  neglect,  or  at  age  34. 

and  medical  technology.  abandonment,  or  victims  of  parent-  He  went  to  that  position  from  one  as 

•  •••••  1°  30  years  he  has  built  the  enroll-  child  relationships  in  their  homes.  assistant  director  of  the  Division  of  fo¬ 

ment  from  374  to  2,900,  working  in  40  Under  his  hand,  the  cottage  family  struction  and  supervisor  of  elemen- 
„ ,  .  major  fields  on  three  campuses  —  in  lifestyle  was  introduced  to  replace  the  tary  education  for  Mississippi’s  state 
Mississippi  Baptists  can  point  with  continued  to  increase.  The  old  New  Orleans  and  Gulfport  as  well  as  old  dormitory  style.  Thsk  oriented  Department  of  Education.  He  was 

pride  to  the  five  men  who  head  their  hospital,  even  with  all  the  additions,  in  Hattiesburg.  programming  was  added.  This  meant  bora  in  Mississippi.  His  doctorate  in 

institutions.  Together  these  five  have  seemed  to  grow  steadily  smaller.  Through  30  consecutive  years  he  supplementary  services  such  as  supervision  and  curriculum  improve 

served  Mississippi  Baptists  for  over  Looking  to  the  future,  Pryor  and  the  has  guided  the  college  financial  af-  preparation  for  independent  living,  in-  ment  he  earned  from  Teachers  Col- 
125  years.  Their  colleagues  in  health,  hospital  trustees  envisioned  a  new  fairs  without  a  budget  deficit.  He  has  termediate  care,  and  crisis  interven-  lege,  Columbia  University, 
education,  and  child  care  consistent-  medical  center.  Their  dream  came  been  correctly  called  "a  tireless  fund-  tion.  Houseparents,  social  workers.  Due  to  the  high  degree  of  his  com- 

ly  have  awarded  them  top  ratings.  true.  Pryor  piloted  the  vision  through  raiser,  a  creative  manager,  a  guardian  administrators,  ministers,  therapists,  mitment  to  education,  he  has  provid- 

All  five  men  are  devoted  to  their  planning,  ground  breaking,  construe-  of  resources.”  and  psychologists  work  as  a  team  ed  the  highest  caliber  leadership  for 

families,  faithful  to  their  churches,  tion,  and  finally  to  the  1976  dedication  His  excellence  in  scholarship  and  with  programs  selected  to  meet  in-  Blue  Mountain,  and  for  the  state  and 

and  influential  in  their  communities,  of  a  135  million  dollar  600-bed  hospital,  bis  generosity  in  community  service  dividual  needs.  Trained,  professional  region  as  well.  With  a  sure  hand,  he 

Because  of  these  leaders’ exceptional  The  new  complex  would  be  called  the  have  been  widely  recognized.  Already  Christian  counselors  and  therapists  has  improved  and  expanded  the 

contributions  to  their  denomination,  Mississippi  Baptist  Medical  Center,  possessing  a  doctor  of  theology  degree  touch  the  lives  of  from  500  to  600  boys  education  program  of  Blue  Mountain 

we  express  our  love  for  them  tonight,  In  years  since  the  opening  of  the  from  Southern  Seminary,  he  has  been  and  girls  and  their  families  annually.  College,  adding  a  bachelor  of  science 

and  our  appreciation  for  the  labors  of  giant  structure,  twice  as  big  as  the  awarded  a  doctor  of  laws  d(  ree  from  Not  the  least  of  Nunnery’s  degree  in  education,  a  church  related 

Paul  J.  Pryor,  J.  Ralph  Noonkester,  old,  Pryor  has  led  in  the  creation  of  the  University  of  Richmond  i  where  in  achievements  with  the  Village  has  vocations  major,  a  medical 

Paul  N.  Nunnery,  E.  Harold  Fisher,  a  chemical  dependency  center  for  the  the  Class  of  1940  he  was  named  been  the  relocation  and  development  technology  program,  an  honors  pro- 

and  W.  Lewis  Nobles.  treatment  of  alcohol  and  drug  abuse.  Outstanding  Graduate),  and  a  doctor  of  the  central  campus  on  Flag  Chapel  gram,  and  various  other  courses  to 

*****  and  a  radiation  therapy  center  for  the  of  humane  letters  degree  from  Blue  Drive  in  Jackson.  This  move  made  the  the  school’s  curricula. 

Thirty-one  years  ago,  this  era  of  ser-  treatment  of  cancer.  Mountain  College.  The  City  of  Hat-  cottage  family  concept  possible.  Also  Under  his  leading,  faculty  and  staff 

vice  began  —  September  16,  1955  —  This  year,  still  building,  he  broke  tiesburg  gave  him  its  Hub  City  he  has  directed  in  the  opening  of  ad-  salaries  have  increased  so  that  they 

when  Paul  J.  Pryor  took  over  the  helm  ground  for  the  Medical  Arts  Plaza  to  Award;  the  South  Central  Bar  ditional  group  homes  —  at  Farrow  now  approach  a  regional  average, 

of  Mississippi  Baptist  Hospital  as  its  be  constructed  on  the  site  of  the  old  Association  gave  him  its  Liberty  Manor,  Reedy  Acres,  Dickerson  Place,  Significant  increases  have  been 

executive  director.  A  Ttexas  native  and  Baptist  Hospital.  Award;  the  Mississippi  Association  of  Deanash,  and  New  Albany  —  besides  recorded  in  gifts  to  the  college,  in 

product  of  Baylor  University,  he  came  He  has  held  official  positions  with  Colleges  elected  him  president.  He  foster  family  boarding  homes  in  scholarship  funds,  and  in  endowment 

to  Jackson  from  Little  Rock,  where  he  the  House  of  Delegates  of  the  has  served  as  a  member  of  the  almost  every  area  of  the  state.  funds. 

had  been  assistant  administrator  of  American  Hospital  Association.  He  Mississippi  Committee  for  the  In  recent  years,  under  his  guidance.  In  the  two  decades  of  his  presiden- 

the  Arkansas  Baptist  Hospital  for  five  has  served  as  president  of  the  Humanities  and  as  chairman  of  the  the  Village  has  worked  with  the  cy  the  enrollment  of  the  college  has 

years.  Mississippi  Hospital  Association  and  SBC  Education  Commission.  Mississippi  Baptist  Medical  Center  to  remained  relatively  stable  at  a  time 

A  man  dedicated  to  the  ministry  of  the  Baptist  Hospital  Association.  As  an  enlightened  leader  of  make  help  available  for  youths  who  when  increased  competition  existed 

healing,  he  has  from  the  beginning  Those  who  walk  through  the  halls  of  Mississippi  Baptists,  a  college  ad-  are  chemically  dependent.  for  a  declining  number  of  high  school 

worked  diligently  toward  enlargement  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Medical  ministrator  cognizant  of  his  respon-  As  steward  of  financial  resources,  graduates. 

and  improvement  of  the  hospital’s  ser-  Center  or  lie  in  its  beds  may  well  say  sibilities  to  students,  his  constituency,  he  has  provided  leadership  in  plann-  Because  he  saw  the  need,  two 

vices.  Under  Pryor’s  guiding  hand,  “Thank  you”  to  Paul  J.  Pryor,  a  man  his  community,  and  his  Lord,  it  is  ap-  ing  as  he  watched  the  budget  grow  buildings  were  constructed  on  the 

the  hospital  added  the  Medical  Arts  of  skill  in  administrative  ability,  a  propriate  that  we  honor  J.  Ralph  from  $139,000  to  more  than  $1,975,000.  Blue  Mountain  campus,  Cockroft  Dor- 

Building,  an  administrative  wing,  man  of  foresight,  perseverance,  and  Noonkester  today.  He  brought  national  attention  to  the  mitory  in  1968  and  Paschal  Student 

dietary  production  and  linen  services  compassion.  **•*•  Baptist  Children’s  Village  as  “the  first  Center  in  1970.  Other  buildings  have 

departments,  a  cobalt  therapy  unit,  a  Paul  N.  Nunnery,  Hollandale  at-  child  care  agency  in  the  deep  south  to  been  renovated  and  modernized, 

clean-air  surgical  suite,  a  car-  *****  tomey,  moved  to  Jackson  in  1960,  and  be  accredited  by  the  National  Fisher’s  voice  has  been  heard  and 

diovascular  department,  a  modern  J.  Ralph  Noonkester  was  in-  took  up  the  reins  as  executive  direc-  Association  of  Homes  For  Children.”  his  influence  felt  in  education  circles 

post-surgery  recovery  room,  and  the  augurated  as  president  of  William  tor  of  Baptist  Children’s  Village.  As  He  led  in  its  licensing  by  the  state,  nationwide.  He  was  president  of  the 

state’s  first  intensive  care  and  cor-  Carey  College  thirty  years  ago,  in  head  of  Mississippi’s  largest  family,  Child  Care  Executives  of  Southern  Southern  Association  of  Colleges  and 
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of  Southern  Baptist  Colleges.  In  April 
of  this  year  he  was  elected  to  the 
Board  of  Directors  of  the  National 
School  Boards  Association,  the  first 
Mississippian  to  be  thus  honored. 

He  is  a  brilliant,  dedicated,  compe¬ 
tent  administrator.  Mississippi  Bap¬ 
tists  salute  E.  Harold  Fisher. 


In  July  of  1968,  W.  Lewis  Nobles,  a 
pharmaceutical  chemist,  became  the 
eighth  president  of  Mississippi  Col¬ 
lege  since  Baptists  took  it  over  in  1850. 

Nobles  moved  to  Clinton  from  Ox¬ 
ford,  where  he  began  his  professional 
career  as  assistant  in  the  School  of 
Pharmacy  at  University  of  Mississip¬ 
pi  and  rose  to  dean  of  the  graduate 
school  and  coordinator  of  university 
research.  From  his  straight  A  high 
school  days  in  his  hometown  of  Meri¬ 
dian  through  the  receipt  of  his  Ph.D. 
degree  from  the  University  of  Kansas, 
he  was  a  phenomenally  good  student. 
He  was  a  National  Science  Founda¬ 
tion  postdoctoral  fellow  at  the  Univer¬ 
sity  of  Michigan  in  1958-59. 

The  magic  touch  of  Lewis  Nobles 
has  been  felt  in  every  phase  of  the  life 
of  Mississippi  College.  Under  his 
superior  leadership,  enrollment  has 
increased,  the  faculty  has  been 
strengthened  and  enlarged,  new 
academic  offerings  have  been  in¬ 
stituted,  off-campus  program  have 
been  initiated,  and  reorganization  has 
taken  place  in  both  academic  and  ad¬ 
ministrative  areas,  adapting  a  univer¬ 
sity  structure  to  the  college. 

A  School  of  Nursing  and  School  of 
Law  have  been  established. 

Nobles  has  demonstrated  ability  as 
a  fund  raiser,  leading  through  several 
successful  capital  funds  campaigns. 

He  has  led  in  building  programs  — 
erection  of  the  Learning  Resources 
Center,  the  Cockroft  Nursing  and 
Home  Economics  Building,  the  A.  E. 
Wood  Coliseum,  Robinson-Hale 
Stadium,  and  other  improvements.  He 
led  in  acquisition  of  the  School  of  Law 
facility  in  downtown  Jackson. 

Nobles  has  served  as  trustee  of  New 
Orleans  Seminary.  He  is  a  popular  lay 
speaker.  He  is  co-author  of  several 
textbooks.  Since  he  has  been 
Mississippi  College  president, 
numerous  awards  of  recognition  have 
come  his  way. 

Nobles  was  recently  identified  by 
his  peers  as  being  among  the  18  most 
effective  college  presidents  in  the 
United  States.  His  selection  was  bas¬ 
ed  on  a  two-year  project  funded  by  the 
Exxon  Education  Foundation  entitled 
The  Effective  College  President.” 

During  his  tenure  of  service  the 
160-year-old  college  has  continued  to 
be  a  pacesetter  among  educational  in¬ 
stitutions  of  the  state  and  nation. 
Mississippi  Baptists  have  chosen  to 
honor  him  tonight,  and  to  express 
sincere  gratitude  to  W.  lewis  Nobles. 


Bernie  Parker,  minister  of  music  at  First  Church,  Columbia 
with  his  daughter,  Lori. 


R.  L.  and  Beth  Sigrest  of  Yazoo  City  were  featured  music 
leaders  during  the  Pastors’  Conference. 


Gary  Anglin,  First  Church,  Pascagoula 


The  senior  adult  choir  of  First  Church.  Clinton,  sings  Member  Charlie  Williams  at  right,  is  soloist 


As  a  resolution  at  last  year’s  con¬ 
vention  suggested,  these  ad¬ 
ministrators  have  "with  limited  con¬ 
troversy  and  absence  of  moral  scan¬ 
dal,"  not  only  expanded  facilities  and 
developed  programs,  but  have  also 
“given  a  strong  Christian  witness  and 
have  ministered  to  thousands  of  peo¬ 
ple  to  the  glory  of  God.” 


David  Oliver,  Crossgates  Church 
Brandon. 


Tanner  Riley,  First  Church,  Starkvilie. 


Graham  Smith,  Morrison  Heights 
Church,  Clinton. 
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Convention 


music 


Leake  County  Youth 


First  Church,  Natchez 


At  left,  Tommy  Randol  of  First  Church,  Biloxi,  sings. 
Above,  members  of  the  Biloxi  choir  react  to  Randol’s 
announcement  that  one  of  their  number  was  a  widow. 
His  remarks  followed  earlier  comments  by  church  and 


Singing  Churchmen 


convention  board  staffers  about  being  single. 


THE  COMPLEX  MINISTRY  OF 
RURAL  CHURCH  PASTORS; 
Thrasher,  Kenneth  C.,  A.M.G. 
Publishers,  (Chattanooga,  TN). 

The  author  is  a  pastor  of  Winter  boro 
Baptist  Church,  Winterboro,  Ala.  He 
was  born  and  reared  on  Sand  Moun¬ 
tain.  He  grew  up  in  rural  churches  and 
has  pastored  several  rural  churches 
in  Alabama. 

The  book  is  practical.  As  most  pas¬ 
tors  know  who  have  pastored  rural 
churches  in  the  past,  rural  churches 
are  different!  They  have  the  same 
mandate  to  evangelism  and 
discipleship  as  that  of  “First  Baptist 
Church,”  have  many  of  the  same 
needs,  and  go  about  doing  things  in 
many  of  the  same  ways.  However, 
there  are  differences. 

In  the  book  the  author  covers  a  wide 
range  of  topics  from  “The  Rural 
Church  and  Its  Changing  Communi¬ 
ty”  to  “The  Rural  Church  and  Wor¬ 
ship"  to  "The  Rural  Church  and 
Organization”  to  the  “The  Rural 
Church  and  the  Pastor’s  Family.” 
Many  other  topics  are  discussed  as 
well. 

I  can’t  honestly  say  any  “new” 
material  was  uncovered  in  this  book. 
If  you’ve  read  books  on  organization 
in  the  past,  you  have  probably 
covered  every  area  the  author  will 
cover.  For  a  young  man  going  to  a 
rural  church  pastorate  for  the  first 
time,  it  would  be  a  good  book  to  read. 

—  Reviewed  by  Gregory  E.  Potts, 
Pastor  Bluff  Springs  Church, 
Magnolia. 


Lowery  Compere  and  Ralph 
Noonkester  talk  in  the  fellowship  hall  of 
First,  Jackson,  during  the  convention. 
Compere,  retired,  is  a  former  president  of 
Clarke  College.  Noonkester  is  William 
Carey  president. 


Parkway  Church,  Jackson 


Sieve  Higdon,  left.  Baptist  Sunday  School  Board,  and  Rodrick  Conerty,  missionary 
to  Peru,  man  adjoining  display  booths. 


Edna  Evans,  First  Church,  Jackson, 
gets  acquainted  with  a  little  boy  named 
Dallas.  Mrs.  Evans  was  one  of  the  nursery 
workers  during  the  convention. 


(Continued  from  page  3) 
tists,  religious  people,  and  many  other 
groups  during  those  years.  China  now 
openly  acknowledges  the  period  was 
a  national  tragedy. 

During  their  visit,  Parks  and  his 
wife  made  a  point  of  asking  individual 
Christians  which  Bible  passages  had 
helped  them  most  during  the  dark 
days. 

“I  think  without  exception  they  all 
mentioned  the  23rd  Psalm,”  he  said. 

The  fact  that  Christians  did  suffer 
along  with  millions  of  others,  however, 
accomplished  something  the  church 
had  long  prayed  for.  “It  caused  the 
Christians  to  be  identified  with  the 
Chinese  people,”  Parks  said. 

Parks  came  away  from  China  with 
several  other  impressions: 

—  Growth  and  activity.  China  as  a 
whole  seems  to  be  preoccupied  with 
construction  and  forward  movement. 
In  the  churches,  most  of  the  pastors 
“would  say  (they  had)  baptized  1,100 
or  1,300,  or  1,500.  Every  one  of  them 
was  reporting  those  kind  of  baptisms,” 
along  with  multiple,  overcrowded  wor¬ 
ship  services,  Bible  studies  and 
prayer  meetings. 

—  Openness.  He  said  he  sensed  no 
"restriction  or  surveillance”  among 
Christians  or  in  public. 

—  Urgency  among  Christians.  “I 
was  impressed  with  the  sense  of 
urgency  they  have  in  training  leader¬ 
ship,  recognizing  that  most  of  their 
leaders  are  old.  They’ve  opened  10 
seminaries  now  with  a  total  of  500 
students,  roughly.  .  .  .  They  are 
preparing  for  the  future  of  Christiani¬ 
ty  in  China,  and  they’re  pretty  excited 
about  that  future.” 

—  Cooperation.  Chinese  Christians, 
he  said,  are  open  to  working  with 
overseas  Christians  who  are  “willing 
to  accept  them  . . .  work  with  them  on 
the  basis  of  a  post-denominational, 
post-missionary  stance  . . .  and  res¬ 
pond  to  meeting  needs  that  they 
define.” 

Parks  said  he  had  expected  to  feel 
an  overwhelming  emotional  impact 
on  his  first  visit  to  China.  Instead,  he 
felt  “unexpectedly  at  home”  there, 
perhaps  because  of  his  many  years  of 
mission  work  among  Chinese 
elsewhere  in  Asia. 

Erich  Bridges  writes  for  the 
Foreign  Mission  Board. 


CLASSIFIED 


CHURCH  PEW  CUSHIONS: 
Manufactured  in  our  plant.  For 
free  estimate  contact  —  Emmons 
Brothers,  P.  O.  Box  186,  Meridian, 
Miss.  39301.  Since  1899.  Phone 
(601)  693-4451. _ 

FOR  SALE:  USED  CHURCH 
PEWS/PULPIT  FURNITURE 
with  200  seating  capacity.  Ail  in 
good  condition.  Available  after 
Feb.  1,  1987.  May  be  seen  anytime. 
Contact  Murphy  Creek  Baptist 
Church  Building  Committee, 
Louisville,  Carl  Ming  (chairman) 
601-773-3939;  Arnold  Davis  (pastor) 
601-773-3878. 

NEEDED:  Donation,  pews  or 
theater  seats  for  black  church, 
burned  and  rebuilt,  Sunflower,  MS 
38778.  Contact  Mayor  Joel  Parker, 
(601)  569-3315. 


Bold  New  Growth/ Mississippi 


(Continued  from  page  4)  volved  in  the  study  of  God’s  word.  The  community  near  the  Dead  Sea.  They  Baptist  Church,  Ashland.  died  and  left  Holly  Springs,  Miss.,  a 

charge,  there  is  no  end  to  the  new  Bible  tells  us  that  faith  can  come  on-  might  have  been  shining,  but  their  A  new  Church  Training  group  in  the  complete  collection  of  her  paintings 
units  that  they  could  help  create.  ly  through  hearing.  It  can  also  help  us  light  did  not  reach  any  body  .  Jesus  did  Dry  Creek  Baptist  Church,  Baldwin  which  had  been  painted  under  the 

We  must  develop  an  evangelistic  to  see  the  needs  of  others.  It  helps  us  not  want  his  disciples  to  be  like  that.  A  new  Crisis  Ministry  in  the  First  name,  Freeman  Clark.  When  the 

church  program  which  focuses  on  put  feet  to  our  prayers.  It  leads  us  to  Their  light  of  love,  acceptance,  Baptist  Church,  Columbus.  paintings  were  taken  from  a  vault, 

disciple  making  rather  than  decision  have  the  natural  concerns  that  God  forgiveness,  and  commitment  to  God  A  new  Baptist  Men’s  unit  in  the  where  they  had  been  in  storage  for  25 

making.  has  for  people.  Only  as  people  are  was  to  shine  “among  men.”  That’s  First  Baptist  Church,  Jackson  years,  it  was  discovered  that  they 

Also,  we  need  to  teach  our  people  to  growing  in  faith  do  they  have  where  the  darkness  was  —  the  A  new  Mission  Bible  Study  spon-  were  priceless.  An  expensive  art 

celebrate  the  new  life  God  has  given  something  to  share  with  an  imbeliev-  darkness  of  ignorance,  lostness,  sored  by  the  Hux  Baptist  Church,  gallery  and  vault  were  built  to  house 

us  in  Christ  through  public  worship,  ing  world.  The  reading  of  Matthew  alienation,  prejudice,  and  hatred;  and  Centerville.  them.  Shortly  after  the  gallery  was 

I  realize  going  to  churches  does  not  25:34-40  indicates  that  the  people  have  that  is  where  the  darkness  is.  A  new  Girls  In  Action  unit  in  the  opened,  I  was  given  a  personal  key  to 

make  someone  a  Christian;  but  it  is  been  so  involved  and  their  actions  Christ  calls  us  to  live  among  sin-  Parkway  Baptist  Church,  Jackson,  the  building.  I  could  take  my  friends 

the  proper  environment  for  the  wor-  were  so  natural  that  they  were  not  ners.  We  cannot  flee  from  sinners,  an  A  new  Baptist  Young  Women’s  there,  day  or  night,  and  show  them 

ship,  spiritual  growth,  fellowship,  and  even  conscious  of  what  they  were  do-  impossibility  to  begin  with  because  organization  in  the  Kittiwake  Baptist  the  exquisite  pictures  which  hung  on 

ministry  of  one  who  has  become  a  ing  while  they  served.  Yet,  our  Lord  we  ourselves  are  also  sinners.  He  Church,  Pass  Christian.  its  walls.  What  a  privilege  was  mine 

Christian.  Not  only  the  worship  ser-  took  note  of  what  they  had  been  doing,  calls  us  to  development  so  that  we  can  A  new  Jail  Bible  Study  sponsored  to  share  their  beauty  with  my  friends ! 

vice  but  the  other  units  of  people  in-  In  the  day  in  which  so  many  of  us  show  ourselves  to  be  God’s  pilgrims  by  the  Baptist  Men  of  First  Baptist  Yet  it  was  all  made  possible  because 

volved  within  a  church  structure  grow  are  caught  up  in  the  peer  race  for  pro-  in  an  alienation  world.  Church,  Amory.  I  held  a  key. 

as  people  commit  themselves  to  Jesus  minence,  we  need  to  be  warned  that  III.  New  Units  Will  Strengthen  A  new  Pioneer  Royal  Ambassador  Everyone  who  is  exposed  to  the 

Christ  the  only  lasting  kingdom  any  of  us  can  Missions  Chapter  in  First  Baptist  Church,  West  truth  of  Christ  holds  the kevfor  other 

As  a  part  of  the  development  we  help  build  will  be  the  Kingdom  of  In  1755  Shubal  Stearns  and  Daniel  Point.  people  The  more  you  think  about  it 

need  to  emphasize  the  power  for  Jesus  Christ.  Marshall  established  the  famous  San-  A  new  Literacy  Ministry  in  the  [hernore  alarming  it  becomes  We 

growth  in  new  prayer  units.  We  must  lead  our  people  to  under-  dy  Creek  Baptist  Church  in  North  Poplar  Springs  Baptist  Church,  u-™  bnne  the  ,0  ^  lnist  m„n 

Prayer  opened  the  prison  doors  for  stand  that  believers  are  light  in  a  dark  Carolina.  Within  17  years  the  church  Mendenhall.  of  our  day  or  they  will  never  hear  it 

Peter  (Acts  12).  world.  The  function  of  light  is  to  shine,  mushroomed  from  16  to  616  members  A  new  Vietnamese  Mission  spon- 

Prayers  of  Elijah  withheld  rain  for  You  can’t  keep  light  from  shining,  but  and  sent  out  125  ministers  who  in  turn-  sored  by  the  First  Baptist  Church,  1  there  is  nothing  in  the  world 

three  and  one  half  years  and  then  you  can  cover  it  up.  You  can  put  it  ed  established  42  additional  Baptist  Moss  Point.  that  bothers  me  more  than  this.  I  am 

caused  the  rain  to  come  again  (I  down  in  a  hole  somewhere  instead  of  churches.  That  is  strengthening  mis-  A  new  church  type  mission  in  the  just  not  worthy  to  be  trusted  with  that 

Kings  17-18).  upon  a  hill.  sions.  That  is  spreading  abounding  Farmington  Community  by  the  Tate  key.  1  am  afraid  to  go  to  the  Judge- 

Prayer  literally  shook  the  early  When  Jesus  spoke  about  this  pro-  love  toward  all  men.  Street  Baptist  Church,  Corinth.  ment  DaY an(*  have  people  point  their 

church  (Acts  4:24-31).  blem,  he  may  have  been  thinking  New  units  for  reaching  people,  A  new  Children’s  Choir  in  Faith  fingers  at  me  and  say:  “You  held  the 

Acts  17:11-12  shows  us  the  impor-  about  the  Essene  community  of  developing  believers,  and  strengthen-  Baptist  Church,  Hickory  Flat.  r  ^  key,  and  you  failed  to  open  the  door 

tance  of  units  to  study  the  Word  of  Qumran.  They  called  themselves  the  ing  missions  are  in  the  process  of  be-  Such  growth  projects  can  be  for  God.” 

God  in  the  early  church.  We  need  new  children  of  light;  but  they  had  ing  formed  right  now.  multiplied  by  the  thousands.  We  must  Earl  Kelly  is  executive  secretary- 

Sunday  School  classes  that  will  con-  withdrawn  from  an  evil,  corrupt  Let  me  illustrate:  grow  —  we  must.  treasurer  for  the  Mississippi  Baptist 

sistently  and  thoroughly  get  people  in-  society  to  establish  a  pure,  monastic  A  new  Youth  Choir  in  New  Hope  Some  years  ago  an  eccentric  artist  convention  Board. 


Community 
church  in  C 
votes  SBC 


GLENDALE,  Calif.  (BP)  -  The  in¬ 
dependent  United  Community  Church 
of  Glendale,  Calif 


has  voted 

W  i  unanimously  to  affiliate  with  Califor- 

Jiff  ^  V"  1  •'  1  r  B  A  The  $7  million  church  i;u-ilit\  which 

1L  *  Hi  M  .  Jft  '-It.-  <>n  property  larger  than  a  cit\ 

I W  m  /  JHH  block,  is  comprised  of  a  2,200-seat  am- 
The  new  officers  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board  are,  from  left,  Larry  phitheater,  chapel,  garden  fellowship 
Otis,  secretary-treasurer,  layman,  Tupelo;  Paul  Stevens,  president,  pastor.  Ridgecrest  building,  educational  and  office 
Church,  Jackson;  and  Donald  O’Quin,  vice  president,  pastor,  First  Church,  facilities,  and  a  full  gymnasium. 
Charleston.  New  members  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Executive  Committee,  elected  With  800  -members,  the  church 
by  the  convention  board,  include  the  three  board  officers  and  13  others.  They  are  automatically  became  one  of  the 
Charles  Nestor,  Joseph  Ratcliff,  Gary  Richardson,  Ray  Campbell,  Ingram  Foster,  larger  churches  in  the  California  con- 
Harold  Ishee,  James  Ruffin,  Gayle  Alexander,  Jerry  Mixon,  Grady  Collins,  Bill  Dun-  vention.  According  to  the  conventions 
can,  Dan  Robertson,  and  W.  W.  Walley.  1985  annual,  average  church  member- 

Mship  in  the  convention  is  292. 

The  “transdenominational”  church 
made  the  decision  in  order  to  “max¬ 
imize  its  efficiency  for  Christ”  and 
become  an  integral  part  of  the  “great 
commission,”  said  Pastor  John 
Myrick. 

“We  didn’t  want  to  be  an  island  un¬ 
to  ourselves,"  Myrick  said.  “We  felt  we 
could  accomplish  more  for  Christ  in 
cooperation  with  other  churches.”  The 
church  also  needed  the  resources  of 
a  mainline  denomination  to  help  with 
training  and  involvement  of  teachers 
and  members,  he  added. 

“We  want  to  be  part  of  the 

These  are  the  officers  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Church  Music  Conference.  From  Cooperative  Program,”  Myrick 


These  are  the  new  officers  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Education  Commission.  From 
left  they  are  Secretary  Bill  Stewart,  pastor.  First  Church,  Eupora;  Chairman  Jim  Street, 
pastor,  First  Church,  Cleveland;  and  vice  chairman  Eddie  Smith,  president  of  East 
Central  Junior  College,  Decatur. 


Don  Francisco 

First  Baptist  Church 
Greenville,  MS 

Dec.  13,  1986  7:30  p.m 

Free  admittance  with  “love  offering” 


J)rn  Strong  Urntirr 
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Robert  Burris 
Stan  Dalton  SPECIALIZING  IN  CUSTOM 

Owners  DESIGNED  CHURCH  SOUND  SYSTEMS 

•  Churches  •  Schools  $•*•»  * 1 

•  Auditoriums  ■  ln*fe'! 

Wj^oJA  •  Equipment  Rentsl  nep 

•  PBCkage  PA  Systems 

2600  OTemU  Piece,  Hettiesbum  (Next  to  Shoney't  Hm 


Letters  to  the  editor  must  be  limited  to  300  words  and  the  editor  reserves 
the  right  to  trim  those  that  are  longer.  Editorial  prerogatives  must  be  reserved 
under  all  circumstances,  and  the  opinions  of  the  letter  writers  do  not 
necessarily  reflect  the  views  of  the  staff  of  the  Baptist  Record.  Only  signed 
letters  will  be  used,  but  the  writer  may  request  that  his  name  be  withheld. 


Lottie  Moon  goal 

Editor: 

We  have  a  special  blessing  from 
God  that  we  thought  you  might  print 
in  the  Baptist  Record. 

Our  WMU  ladies  recently  set  our 
goal  for  Lottie  Moon  Christmas  offer¬ 
ing  at  $700,  which  is  about  $100  above 
last  year’s  goal.  We  decided  that  we’d 
do  something  different  this  year  to 
reach  our  goal. 

The  WMU  Director  had  a  14-piece 
nativity  scene,  and  we  divided  our 
goal  by  this  and  came  up  with  $43  per 
piece.  Each  $43  we  received  we’d  add 
a  piece  to  the  nativity  scene. 

We  announced  this  at  church  that 
we’d  begin  this  Sunday  night  toward 
our  goal.  We  showed  a  video,  “Journey 
Home,”  about  Lottie  Moon  and  begin 
taking  our  offering. 

To  our  pastor’s  surprise  we  reach¬ 
ed  and  surpassed  our  goal!  We 
weren’t  expecting  this  and  realized  it 
was  the  work  of  God  among  our  peo¬ 
ple.  We  praise  His  name  and  thought 
this  might  be  an  idea  and  encourage¬ 
ment  for  other  churches  to  hear 
about. 


We  are  planning  to  continue  to 
receive  money  for  church  and  local 
missions  until  Christmas. 

Paula  Haynes,  WMU  Director 
Grace  Memorial  Church 
Tupelo 


Not  a  disease 

Editor: 

I  noticed  in  your  Baptist  Record  a 
reply  to  the  alcohol  letter.  My  reply  is 
the  same.  I  am  a  Baptist  minister’s 
widow,  and  all  of  the  alcoholics  that 
I  have  talked  with  and  prayed  for  say 
the  difference  is  this:  “I  want  my 
alcohol.  I  do  not  want  a  disease.”  The 
alcoholic  must  depend  on  the  Lord. 
They  can’t  quit  alone.  If  more  of  our 
doctors  would  win  these  to  Christ  in¬ 
stead  of  falsely  treating  them  for  a 
disease,  this  world  would  be  a  great 
place  to  live.  All  types  of  alcohol  are 
sin. 

My  prayer  is  always  with  you. 
Mrs.  Myrtle  M.  Carroll 
Preston 


Music  is  worship 

Editor: 

The  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 
was  a  totally  new  experience  for  me. 
As  a  lay  person  I  had  wondered  just 
what  went  on.  Don’t  get  me  wrong.  I 
thought  the  program  and  business 
were  taken  care  of  in  a  most  ap¬ 
propriate  manner. 

Frank  Gunn  and  others  in  charge  of 
the  meeting  did  an  excellent  job  as  did 
all  the  speakers.  However,  I  was  disap¬ 
pointed  in  many  of  those  in  atten¬ 
dance  (many  of  them  pastors  that  I 
knew )  who,  when  the  choir  sang,  mov¬ 
ed  around  and  talked;  not  whispered, 
talked!  It  is  my  opinion  that  surely  the 
message  in  song  is  as  much  a  part  of 
worship  as  is  the  spoken  message  and 
should  be  treated  with  reverence. 

Name  withheld  by  request 

Amen.  —  Editor 


Thanks  for  care 

Editor : 

Would  you  please  print  this  letter  of 
gratitude  in  the  Baptist  Record? 

We  entered  a  long,  dark  valley  on 
Friday,  Oct.  24,  when  Evan’s  neck  was 
broken  playing  football.  Although  the 
valley  has  been  long  and  will  continue 
to  be,  it  has  not  been  a  lonesome 
valley  and  will  not  be.  Our  precious 
heavenly  Father  has  been  so  lovingly 


and  lastingly  present.  We  readily  and 
gratefully  testify  that  “nothing  can 
separate  us  from  the  love  of  God 
which  is  in  Christ  Jesus  our  Lord.” 

There  has  been  a  phenomenal  out¬ 
pouring  of  love  and  concern  toward  us. 
So  many  individual  believers  and 
churches  have  reached  out  to  us  with 
concern,  kindness,  and  compassion. 
Please  accept  this  note  of  thanks  as 
an  expression  of  our  deepest  gratitude 
for  each  gift,  visit,  prayer,  call,  and 
everything  else  you’ve  done  in  the 
lovely,  lasting,  and  lofty  name  of 
Jesus.' 

Evan  continues  to  be  paralyzed 
from  the  neck  down.  He  is  making 
progress  in  his  breathing  and  hopeful¬ 
ly  will  be  off  the  respirator  in  the  next 
several  days.  He  continues  to  fight  on 
courageously,  making  us,  his  parents, 
very  proud  of  him!  We’re  depending 
on  this  spirit  of  determination  and 
your  prayers  as  we  go  into  rehabilita¬ 
tion  a  few  weeks  from  now. 

There  aren’t  enough  words  to  ex¬ 
press  our  gratitude  to  the  Mississip¬ 
pi  Baptist  Medical  Center.  We 
Southern  Baptists  of  Mississippi 
should  be  grateful  for  this  facility  and 
its  staff.  We’ve  been  treated  with  kind¬ 
ness,  compassion,  and  competency 
from  every  area  of  this  hospital  —  the 
emergency  room,  security,  chaplains, 
public  relations,  insurance,  dietary 
services,  gift  shop,  administration, 
volunteers,  pediatrics  ICU,  nurses, 
and  doctors.  We’ve  been  on  the 


premises,  night  and  day,  for  three 
weeks.  We’ve  had  plenty  of  time  to 
observe.  We  say,  “Thank  God  for 
Mississippi  Baptist  Medical  Center 
and  its  fine  people.” 

John,  Maggie,  Matt, 
and  Evan  Edwards 
Meridian 

“I  will  trust  God” 

Editor: 

I  have  been  reading  the  Baptist 
Record  for  over  three  years  now,  and 
I  don’t  think  that  I  have  quite  read  a 
letter  so  unscriptural  as  this  one  of 
Oct.  16,  1986,  “Care  in  calling  staff.”* 
Whoever  “Name  withheld  by  request” 
is  doesn’t  know  the  scriptures  very 
well  and  would  rather  people  look  to 
the  Southern  Baptist  Convention  in¬ 
stead  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 

I  would  like  to  say  that  it  is  not  the 
SBC  that  will  cause  the  church  to 
grow,  and  if  it  is  only  that  it  will  be 
dead  as  a  tomb;  but  it  is  when  we  use 
the  Word  of  God  and  allow  the  Holy 
Spirit  the  freedom  to  move. 

The  person  who  wrote  this  letter 
talked  about  a  call  to  the  altar  for  the 
sick  in  the  church  with  the  staff  to  lay 
hands  on  them.  James  5:14;  says,  “Is 
any  sick  among  you?  Let  him  call  for 
the  elders  of  the  church ;  and  let  them 
pray  over  him,  anointing  him  with  oil 
in  the  name  of  the  Lord.”  My  wife  is 
in  surgery  as  I  write  this  letter,  and 
(Continued  on  page  10) 


In  Bangladesh 

44 Without  the  Lottie  Moon  Offering ,  we’re  hamstrung 99 


The  Biens 

started  were  discovered  because 
someone  told  them  that  a  cousin  or 
sister  needed  to  hear  about  Jesus. 

The  Biens  explain  that  Southern 
Baptists  are  getting  well  known  in 
the  country.  Last  year,  when  a 
cyclonic  storm  washed  away  10,000 
people,  the  government  asked  the 
Southern  Baptists  to  wait  until  the 
short  term  helpers  were  through. 
The  government  asked  the 
Southern  Baptists  to  help  with 
rehabilitation  pi  ejects  such  as 
rebuilding  homes,  replacing 
destroyed  boats,  fishing  nets,  farm 
implements,  and  draft  and  other 
farm  animals,  reclaiming  ponds 
filled  with  sea  water,  and  digging 


"  By  Tim  Nicholas 

Glenn  Bien  is  special,  and  every 
year  on  his  birthday  he  is  remind¬ 
ed  of  it. 

Bien  and  his  wife  Patt  are 
Southern  Baptist  missionaries  to 
Bangladesh;  and  Bien’s  birthday 
is  Dec.  5,  which  usually  falls  within 
the  Foreign  Mission  Board’s 
Season  of  Prayer  for  foreign 
missions. 

Furloughing  in  Coldwater,  the 
Biens  take  time  to  talk  of  the  effect 
of  the  Lottie  Moon  Offering  for 
Foreign  Missions  on  their  lives. 

Glenn  says  he  has  a  special  feel¬ 
ing  knowing  the  great  number  of 
people  who  are  praying  for  him  on 
his  birthday  each  year. 

In  language  school  in  Dacca  he 
recalls  a  classmate  only  half- 
joking  when  a  big  exam  fell  on 
Glenn's  birthday  that  Glenn  had  an 
unfair  edge  over  everyone  else  — 
getting  prayed  for  on  test  day. 

“I  doubt  that  all  missionaries  get 
as  much  mail  during  and  im¬ 
mediately  following  the  Week  of 
Prayer,”  says  Bien,  “but  it’s  very 
reaffirming.” 

“Without  the  Lottie  Moon  offer¬ 
ing,”  says  Bien,  “we’re 
hamstrung.”  He  adds,  “We  go 
overseas  knowing  there  are  some 
things  we  will  do  without,”  but  the 
Cooperative  Program  and  the  Lot¬ 
tie  Moon  offering  help  provide 
what  in  the  states  are  basics  and 
overseas  are  luxuries. 

“For  example  —  electricity  — 
with  a  generator  we  can  guarantee 


we  have  electricity,”  says  Patt.  The 
Lottie  Moon  offering  helps  provide 
for  transportation.  Glenn  drives  a 
Tbyota  12  passengers  micro  bus  — 
which  allows  his  6  foot  8  inch  frame 
to  fit  inside.  A  four-story  guest 
house  in  Dacca  was  also  provided 
from  Lottie  Moon  funds. 

“Not  only  do  we  have  adequate 
housing,  but  toilet  facilities,  ceiling 
fans,  and  adequate  medical 
facilities,”  says  Patt,  who  mentions 
friends  who  are  faith  missionaries 
who  raise  their  own  salaries  and 
cannot  afford  their  own  transpor¬ 
tation,  or  even  screens  for  their 
windows.  “It’s  these  little  things 
that  make  the  difference  for  us,” 
she  says. 

The  Biens’  ministry  is  to  the  Hin¬ 
dus,  who  are  a  15  percent  minori¬ 
ty  in  the  Muslim-dominated  coun¬ 
try.  The  specific  ministry  is  to  the 
low  caste  and  outcast  “poorest  of 
the  poor.” 

Bien  ministers  in  two  ways  to  the 
Hindus.  He  supervises  the  digging 
of  tube  wells  for  fresh  water,  and 
he  witnesses  in  the  villages.  He 
doesn’t  witness  in  the  villages 
where  the  wells  are  dug  —  not  im¬ 
mediately  —  because  of  the 
possibility  of  what  are  called  “rice 
Christians.”  Sometimes,  in  some 
countries,  the  people  are  so  poor, 
anything  they  perceive  as  a  gift 
will  cause  them  to  profess 
whatever  the  gift-giver  is 
preaching.  Southern  Baptist  mis¬ 
sionaries  want  to  avoid  that 
possibility. 


Last  year  Bien  supervised  the 
construction  of  106  wells,  which,  to 
him,  “is  the  most  efficient  use  of 
world  hunger  funds,”  he  says.  The 
wells  cost  $120-$200,  service  100 
people,  and  last  15  years  with 
minimal  maintenance.  “As  a  tube 
is  dub,  it  is  a  seed  planted  —  but 
a  seed  cast  to  the  wind,”  says  Bien. 
“We  try  to  keep  a  distinction  bet¬ 
ween  the  evangelistic  work  and  the 
developmental  work.  Those  who 
are  the  national  preachers  do  not 
actually  do  the  developmental 
work,  because  they  cannot  wear 
two  hats,”  says  Bien.  “It  confuses 
the  people.  We  have  baptized  peo¬ 
ple  who  will  say,  ‘Now  we  are 
Christian,  you  should  support  us.’ 
These  people  go  back  to  Hin¬ 
duism.” 

Bien,  who  has  a  national  staff  of 
three  ministers,  says  he  hopes  his 
witness  will  be  long  enough  and 
consistent  enough  that  “in,  say,  a 
six-year  period  a  village  will 
become  Christian,”  he  says.  “It 
takes  weekly,  if  not  daily,  witness¬ 
ing  for  a  person  to  accept  Christ. 
But  there’s  no  way  you  can  come 
in  and  in  one  simple  presentation, 
turn  a  village  around  to  Jesus 
because  there’s  no  trust  level.” 

The  Biens  live  with  their 
children,  Emily,  9,  and  Nathan,  6, 
in  Jhenidah,  a  city  of  some  100,000 
people.  This,  say  the  Biens  is  a 
responsive  area  where  people  will 
sit  and  listen  to  the  claims  of  the 
gospel.  Patt  says  a  number  of  the 
villages  where  work  has  been 


tube  wells.  Bien  said  the  big  pro¬ 
ject  was  digging  a  new  levee  so  the 
next  storm  would  break  the  waves 
rather  than  causing  such  destruc¬ 
tion.  The  total  impact  of  about  a 
year’s  work  for  Baptists  was  281 
new  houses,  82  new  boats,  86  new 
fishing  nets,  and  20  ponds  cleans¬ 
ed  of  saline  water  The  Baptists 
locate  a  contractor  or  carpenter, 
supervise,  purchase  materials, 
and  transport  some.  “We  are  the 
ones  who  ensure  that  it  is  proper¬ 
ly  done,”  says  Bien.  Incidentally, 
four  of  the  eight  couples  assigned 
to  Bangladesh  are  Mississippians. 
The  others  are  Tom  and  Gloria 
Thurman,  R.T.  and  Fran  Buckley, 
and  James  and  Guinevere  Young. 

This  is  the  Biens’  first  furlough. 
They  are  staying  in  a  house  provid¬ 
ed  by  family  members.  Her 
parents’  church,  First,  Coldwater, 
gave  them  a  pounding;  and  his 
home  church,  Mt.  Zion,  In¬ 
dependence,  provided  a  washer, 
dryer,  and  other  furniture ;  and  a 
member  is  providing  transporta¬ 
tion. 

The  Biens  work  in  a  corner  of  the 
world  that  few  Westerners  ever  see 
—  their  family  are  the  only  white 
people  in  a  district  of  a  million. 
“We  know  about  William  Carey’s 
working  seven  years  (in  India) 
before  that  first  convert,”  says 
Glenn.  “Our  first  year  out  there  we 
baptized  seven;  the  second  year 
we  baptized  32.”  He  adds,  “We’ve 
been  overwhelmed  by  God’s  bless¬ 
ing.” 
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ces”  in  November 


Editor  A  L  Goodrich  used  to  write  in  Nepal  who  can  be  and  sometime*  November  Ti.  in  the  fellowship  hull 

a  column  he  called  “Going  Places.”  are,  imprisoned  for  sharing  their  it  was  in  Mrs.  McGee’s  Sunday  Schoo 
Left  to  right,  standing:  J.  C.  Mitchell,  Oktibbeha;  James  Webster.  Hinds-Madison  He  reported  on  churches  he  visited  or  faith,  need  our  prayers.  And  so  do  our  had  taught  Sunday  School  for  56  years 
Roy  Myers,  George;  Harry  Phillips,  Benton;  Ken  Stringer,  Covington;  Bill  Smith,  Lee;  people  he  saw  around  the  state  every  Southern  Baptist  missionaries  there, 

Marvin  Cox,  Union  County;  Lynn  Mackey,  Wayne;  Jerald  Welch,  Humphreys;  Roger  week  or  so.  Or  he  reported  on  the  pro-  Wayne  and  Pat  Thorpe,  who  cannot 
Dorsett,  Jackson;  Lavon  Hatten,  Sharkey-lssaquena;  Seated:  J.  W.  Brister,  Hinds-  gress  of  churches  he  felt  were  “going  evangelize  in  Nepal,  but  who  seek  to 
Madison;  Norma  Mackey,  Wayne;  Nolan  Houston,  Carroll;  Elmer  Howell,  Walthall;  places.”  If  their  number  of  subscrip-  show  Christ’s  love  through  their  lives 
Shirley  Massey,  Jackson.  tions  to  the  Baptist  Record  had  in¬ 

creased,  he  definitely  labeled  the  con 


Indy  Whitten  told  me,  that  she  first 
heard  God's  call  to  foreign  missions 
( Anybody  who  hasn’t  eaten  a  slice  of 
Mrs.  McGee's  caramel  pie  hasn’t  real¬ 
as  they  work  at  the  hospital  and  in  ly  lived  yet!  The  theme  of  this  column 
health  centers  around  Tansen  I  talk-  is  not  food,  though  you  might  not 
gregations  as  “going  places.”  ed  at  Murphy  Creek  about  Nepal  and  believe  it. ) 

During  November  I’ve  visited  more  about  Thailand.  Then  I  spent  the  night  v.  .  „„  ......  ...  „ 

churches  than  usual.  November  2,  W.  with  Louise  Hill  Miller  and  her 

^  .  V  f  I  ,Urr  ,  U  ne’  m0tfier’  Mre\Lu.tlher  “lU-  <Lrsewas  Tolar  and  her  sisters  and  brothers 
(Charles  Nestor,  pastor )  for  Lucille  working  with  the  Church  Training  celebrated ^ mother  Flora mars 

Cannon  Day.  Because  I  d  written  a  departmen  when  I  moved  to  Jackson  ^  birthda  Mildred  has  ^  work. 
senes  of  columns  on  Mrs.  Cannon,  the  in  1953.  She  s  librarian  now  at  Murphy  •  „  ■  ..  Rl 

WMU  director,  Mrs.  Syble  Brasher,*in-  Creek  )  '  ing  ,n  ^  ®a|K?  hBuU£"g  /0r  J° 

vited  me  to  participate  in  the  series  Don  t  tell  the  women  of  Calhoun  even ,  tban  that  Mrs  ^  and 
of  tributes  given  in  the  morning  ser-  County,  but  Louise  can  cook  as  well  are  members  of  First 

The  staff  members  and  spouses  from  the  associations,  and  the  Baptist  vice.  Then  in  the  afternoon  the  church  they!  And  so  can  some  of  those  other  jackson 
Building  staff  and  spouses  gathered  to  acknowledge  the  special  efforts  made  had  a  birthday  party  for  Mrs.  Cannon,  women  of  Winston  County.  Thursday, 

through  the  associations  by  their  respective  churches.  The  information  from  (November  3  was  her  80th  birthday.)  November  20,  I  stayed  to  speak  to  ^h's  mon^  a  people  in  my 
each  church  letter  within  the  association  is  used  to  determine  the  strength  They  gave  her  a  money  tree  to  help  senior  citizens  (the  Young  at  Heart)  family,  and  in  my  husband’s,  have 
and  growth  or  lack  of  same  in  the  various  programs  of  the  associations,  out  on  her  trip  to  Mexico  in  February,  at  their  monthly  luncheon.  People  keen  I ve  fended  to  become 
As  a  result  of  the  information  provided  by  the  associational  clerks  and  direc-  She  has  kept  after  the  women  of  her  came  from  several  churches  in  discouraged  and  gloomy.  But  this 
tors  of  missions  certain  pre-determined  areas  of  achievement,  of  which  the  church  and  county  until  it  looks  like  Winston  County,  and  so  did  Jerry  wcck-  35  Thanksgiving  Day  comes 
associational  leadership  is  aware,  are  recognized.  The  associational  staff  they’re  going  to  meet  the  goal  of  sen-  Stevens,  the  director  of  missions,  and  a8a*n’  *  must  ask  myself,  why  am  I 
members  and  local  associational  program  leaders  are  presented  certificates  ding  100  quilts  to  a  mission  in  Mexico,  his  wife.  complaining?  Why  am  I  not  on  my 

denoting  their  accomplishments.  The  associations  received  plaques  for  public  Now  Mrs.  Cannon  is  planning  to  go  on  Murphy  Creek  is  building  a  new  knees  praising  God  for  all  his  wonder- 
display  as  note  of  their  accomplishments.  The  Award  of  Excellence  goes  to  a  volunteer  mission  trip  to  Mexico  sanctuary.  The  pastor,  Arnold  Davis,  goodness  and  mercy?  I  have  a  lov- 
the  single  association  that  ranks  highest  in  over  all  performance  and  strength  herself.  I’ll  write  more  about  that  was  among  a  group  who  went  on  a  husband,  a  mother  who  en- 
as  compared  to  all  other  associations.  later,  when  she  gets  back.  The  party  preaching  mission  to  Korea  earlier  courages  and  prays  far  me’ an 

The  following  associations  were  recipients  of  the  awards  given  out  during  took  place  only  about  an  hour  after  a  this  year.  He  showed  me  a  picture  of  understanding  sister  <  and  one  I  m 
the  banquet.  They  were  presented  by  the  various  program  directors,  Chester  covered  dish  lunch  at  the  church.  I  members  of  the  new  mission  church  prout*  because  1  ve  recently  learn 
Vaughn,  program  director,  and  Earl  Kelly,  executive  secretary/treasurer  of  agreed  with  somebody  I  heard  say,  he  organized  there.  (Terry  Williams,  ^  s^e  was, 03 Tocher  of  the  Year 
the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board.  They  were  147  present  for  the  “Few  people  can  cook  like  the  women  the  Mantee  pastor,  went  with  that  in  Clty s  Reboot  system,  the  second 
Banquet.  of  Calhoun  County!”  same  group. )  For  the  Young  at  Heart  tune  within  five  years).  I  have  fnends 

Hinds-Madison  —  Largest  numerical  increase  in  Sunday  School  enrollment  Warm  sunshine  that  Sunday  chang-  luncheon,  Davis’  daughter-in-law,  in  many  Place«- a  11  wer  the  world, 
for  1985-86  —  James  Webster,  Director  of  Church  Services.  ed  the  leaves  to  shimmering  splashes  Delores  (Mrs.  Tim)  Davis;  presented  'vh°  a^h  c'r-  ar“  pra>  ^'th  me. 

Benton  —  Highest  percentage  increase  in  Sunday  School  enrollment  for  of  gold  and  scarlet.  In  late  afternoon  special  music.  1  thank  God  for  all  of  these  en- 

1985-86  —  Harry  Phillips,  Director  of  Missions.  we  drove  to  Mantee,  because  we  After  lunch,  Mrs.  Juanita  Hight  and  couragers.  As  for  jobs,  I  don  t  know  of 

George  —  Largest  percentage  of  churches  with  enrollment  gain  in  Church  wanted  to  hear  Kim  Wickes,  the  blind  I  visited  Mrs.  Louise  McGee  They  are  any  P,ace  1  d  rather  work  than  right 
Training  1985-86  —  Horace  Glass,  Director  of  Missions.  Korean  singer,  in  concert  that  evening  both  members  of  First  Church,  here 

Hinds-Madison  —  Largest  number  of  Church  Training  Leadership  Study  at  the  Mantee  Church.  The  last  time  Louisville.  Mrs.  Hight  is  the  church  Harry  Lucenay  printed  a  prayer  in 
course  awards  1985-86  —  James  Webster,  Director  of  Church  Services.  I’d  heard  Kim  sing  was  while  we  were  librarian.  Mrs.  McGee  is  a  former  his  column  for  the  bulletin  of  Tfcmple, 

Chickasaw  —  Highest  ratio  of  baptisms  per  one  hundred  resident  members  on  a  boat  crossing  the  Sea  of  Galilee.  WMU  director  of  that  church  and  also  Hattiesburg.  I  hope  he  doesn't  mind 

1985-86  —  Foy  Rogers,  Director  of  Missions.  Tterry  and  Norrie  Williams,  the  pastor  of  Poplar  Flat,  and  she  told  me  she  <  Continued  on  page  11 ) 

Hinds-Madison  —  Highest  total  number  of  baptisms  1985-86  J.  W.  Brister,  and  his  wife,  graciously  let  us  sit  on 
Director  of  Missions.  their  living  room  couch  and  rest  a 

Hinds-Madison  —  Largest  numerical  increase  in  resident  church  member-  couple  of  hours.  Their  baby, 
ship  1985-86  —  J.  W.  Brister,  Director  of  Missions  Nathaniel,  had  grown  a  lot  in  the  few 

Oktibbeha  —  Largest  percentage  increase  in  resident  church  membership  weeks  since  I  first  met  him  and  took 
1985-86  —  J.  C.  Mitchell,  Director  of  Missions.  his  picture.  Kim's  concert  was  good. 

Union  County  —  Largest  numerical  increase  in  music  enrollment  1985-86  as  I  had  expected  it  to  be. 

—  Marvin  Cox,  Director  of  Missions.  November  16, 1  got  up  early  to  go  to 

Carroll  —  Largest  percentage  increase  in  music  enrollment  1985-86  —  Nolan  8: 30  service  at  Morrison  Heights  so  I 
Houston,  Director  of  Missions.  could  hear  my  new  pastor,  Ken  Alford, 

Union  County  —  Largest  numerical  increase  in  Brotherhood  enrollment  preach.  After  Sunday  School,  W.  D. 

1985-86  —  Marvin  Cox,  Director  of  Missions.  and  I  went  to  Magee  to  a  birthday  din 

Walthall  —  Largest  percentage  increase  in  Brotherhood  enrollment  1985-86  ner  for  his  Aunt  Kate  McWilliams,  a 


Associations  receive 
awards  during  banquet 


- Devotional - 

Year-long  praise 
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Carey  pitcher  Benton 
shares  gospel  at  games 

HATTIESBURG,  Miss.  —  William  Carey  College  pitcher  Steve  Ben¬ 
ton  spent  last  summer,  from  June  4-Aug.  11,  touring  the  country  with 
the  top  Athletes  in  Action-USA  baseball  team.  (Athletes  in  Action  is  a 
branch  of  Campus  Crusade  for  Christ. )  He  and  his  teammates  became 
"summer  missionaries,"  sharing  the  gospel  at  games,  with  youth  clinics, 
and  with  players  on  America’s  top  collegiate  all-star  teams  in  Kansas, 
Alaska,  Colorado,  and  overseas  in  Holland  and  West  Germany. 

Benton  also  had  the  opportunity  to  share  his  personal  testimony  with 
fans.  On  one  occasion  in  Alaska,  fans  who  had  been  drinking  and  harass¬ 
ing  the  AIA-USA  team  changed  their  actions  after  Benton’s  presenta¬ 
tion.  He  was  excited  and  encouraged  to  see  these  results  from  the  Chris¬ 
tian  seed  he  planted. 


Pictured  for  picnic  lunch,  left  to  right,  are  Brenda  Edwards,  Big  Level;  Leslie  Hair, 
Jamie  Benton,  Jonathan  Brown,  Jimmy  Howell,  Brandon  Payne,  and  Christy  Dun- 
Can.  all  of  Grace  Memorial  Church 

98  gather  on  Gulf  Coast 
for  Mission  Friends  meet 


Ninety-eight  Mission  Friends  and 
their  leaders,  representing  13  chur¬ 
ches  in  the  Gulf  Coast  Association, 
gathered  Oct.  11  on  the  beachfront 
campus  of  William  Carey  College  or 
the"  Coast  for  the  third  Mission 
Friends  Morning. 

Churches  participating  were  First, 
Gulfport;  Bay  Vista;  Bel  Aire;  First, 
Biloxi;  New  Hope;  Big  Ridge; 
Sharon;  Bayou  View;  First,  Lyman; 
Big  Level;  Grace  Memorial;  Pine 
View;  and  First.  Wiggins. 

The  four-and-five-year-old  children 
engaged  in  directed  outdoor  activities 
related  to  A  Surprise  Among  the 
Orange  Trees,  a  study  of  migrant  mis¬ 


sions  in  Florida.  Among  other  ac¬ 
tivities  they  saw  the  various  colors  of 
fruits  and  vegetables  as  matching 
streamers  were  moved  to  the  rhythm 
of  music  and  scrubbed  vegetables 
which  perhaps  had  been  picked  by 
migrant  workers. 

Activity  leaders  included  Viki 
Ausgaard  and  Debbie  Randall,  First, 
Gulfport;  Ruth  Brock,  Bay  Vista; 
Brenda  Edwards.  Big  Level;  Connie 
Martin,  Pine  View;  and  Lisa  Sartin, 
First,  Wiggins.  Betty  Holmes,  First, 
Gulfport,  assisted  with  registration 
and  scheduling;  and  Kelly  Gray, 
First,  Gulfport,  present  in  clown 
costume.  Sue  Perry  serves  as  associa- 
tional  Mission  Friends  director 


Jon  Doler  will  lead  study 
The  Doctrine  of  the  Laity 


on 


Jon  Doler,  pastor  of  First  Church, 
Raleigh,  will  be  the  leader  for  a  study 
of  The  Doctrine  of  the  Laity,”  at  a 
Key  Leader  Semi¬ 
nar  at  Central 
Hills  Baptist  Re¬ 
treat  near  Koscius¬ 
ko,  Dec.  6. 

The  doctrinal 
study  for  1986  is  a 
required  book  for 
acquiring  a 
Brotherhood  Lead 
Doler  ership  Diploma. 


Pre-registration  is  required.  A  $10 
fee  provides  a  study  guide,  materials, 
and  lunch.  Include  the  fee,  writing  the 
Brotherhood  Department,  Box  530, 
Jackson,  Miss.  39205. 

The  program  begins  at  9  a.m.  and 
concludes  at  2  that  afternoon. 


Four  reasons  for  not  drinking 
booze:  the  head  is  clearer,  the  health 
is  better,  the  heart  is  lighter,  and  the 
purse  is  heavier. 


wr  s  .  •  .  State  native 

Young  ministers  wives  leads  crusades 

will  meet  at  Garaywa  m  s  Afr,ca 


Conerly 


Baggott 


Mrs.  Robert  Baggott,  of  Dothan, 
Ala.,  will  be  the  featured  program 
leader  for  the  annual  Young  Ministers’ 
Wives  Retreat  to  be  held  at  Camp 
Garaywa,  Clinton,  Jan.  23-24. 

Betty  Baggott  is  the  wife  of  the 
pastor  of  First  Church  in  Dothan.'  Mrs. 
Baggott,  in  addition  to  church  respon¬ 
sibilities,  has  a  daily  television  show 


on  Dothan  cable  TV  and  writes  a 
weekly  newspaper  column. 

Mrs.  Rodrick  Conerly,  missionary 
to  Lima,  Peru,  will  be  the  missionary 
speaker  for  the  overnight  retreat. 
Caroline  and  her  family  are  living  in 
Jackson  during  their  furlough. 

Young  women,  40  years  of  age  and 
under,  who  are  wives  of  pastors, 
ministers  of  music,  education,  youth, 
activities,  or  ministerial  students,  are 
invited  to  attend  this  mid-winter 
retreat. 

Activities  begin  with  supper  at  6 
p.m.  on  Friday  evening  and  conclude 
with  Saturday  lunch. 

The  retreat  is  complimentary  from 
Mississippi  Woman’s  Missionary 
Union,  but  reservations  are 
necessary.  Tb  make  reservations,  con¬ 
tact  the  WMU  Department,  Box  530, 
Jackson,  Miss.  39205,  or  call  968-3800. 


Baptists  hear  president’s 
plan  for  porn  fight 


By  David 

WASHINGTON  (BP)  -  President 
Ronald  Reagan  pledged  his  ad¬ 
ministration  will  give  “new  priority” 
to  the  problem  of  pornography, 
reported  Southern  Baptist  Convention 
President  Adrian  Rogers,  one  of  21 
religious  leaders  who  met  with 
Reagan  Nov.  14. 

“The  president  made  a  strong  com¬ 
mitment  to  do  something  about  this 
problem,  and  we  assured  him  of  our 
own  commitment  and  cooperation,” 
said  Rogers,  pastor  of  Bellevue  Bap¬ 
tist  Church  in  Memphis,  Tfenn. 

Rogers  and  SBC  Home  Mission 
Board  language  missions  director 
Oscar  Romo  were  part  of  a  delegation 
from  the  Religious  Alliance  Against 
Pornography  that  met  with  Reagan 
and  Attorney  General  Edwin  Meese  to 
press  for  a  beefed-up  federal 
crackdown  on  illegal  pornographic 
materials. 

Rogers  said  the  president  agreed  to 
speak  out  personally  on  the  issue  and 
to  push  for  a  coordinated  effort  bet¬ 
ween  the  Justice,  Treasury,  and  Postal 
departments  to  combat  obscenity. 

He  noted  “not  much  has  happened" 
since  he  participated  in  a  similar 
meeting  with  Reagan  on  the  same 
issue  three  years  ago.  “But  I’m  going 
to  try  to  be  optimistic,”  he  said.  “If 
these  things  ( proposed  by  Meese)  are 
implemented,  it  can’t  help  but  make 
a  tremendous  impact  on  the  prolifera¬ 
tion  of  obscene  materials.” 

Meese  outlined  plans  for  a  “new  of¬ 
fensive  against  illegal  obscenity”  dur¬ 
ing  a  half-day  briefing  preceding  the 
Nov.  13-14  alliance  strategy  con¬ 
ference  at  the  nation’s  capital.  The 
plans  incorporate  many  of  the  pro¬ 
posals  set  forth  in  the  report  of  the  At¬ 
torney  General’s  Commission  on 
Pornography. 

The  briefing  also  included 
spokesmen  from  the  Attorney 
General’s  Commission  on  Por¬ 
nography,  the  office  of  the  U.S. 
surgeon  general,  the  FBI,  U.S. 
Customs  Service,  and  U.S.  Postal 
Service. 


Wilkinson 

The  religious  alliance,  formed  in  Ju¬ 
ly,  has  brought  together  a  broad  cross- 
section  of  religious  leaders  in  a  com¬ 
mon  battle  against  hardcore  and  child 
pornography.  Other  Southern  Baptist 
members  of  the  coalition  are  Harold 
C.  Bennett,  president  of  the  SBC  Ex¬ 
ecutive  Committee,  and  Jack  Stanton, 
first  vice  president  of  the  convention. 

More  than  20  Southern  Baptists  par¬ 
ticipated  in  the  meeting,  and  Rogers 
and  three  other  Southern  Baptists 
were  included  on  the  program. 

In  an  interview  following  the  con¬ 
ference,  Rogers  commended  the 
leadership  of  the  denomination’s 
Christian  Life  Commission  but 
lamented  that  “Southern  Baptists  as 
a  whole  have  not  been  out  front  on  this 
issue  like  we  should  be  and  could  be.” 
Many  concerned  pastors  and  layper¬ 
sons  have  become  “disheartened,”  he 
said,  frustrated  largely  by  the  reluc¬ 
tance  of  the  federal  government  to 
lead  a  crackdown  on  obscenity. 

At  the  White  House  briefing,  Meese 
assured  the  religious  leaders  that  the 
government's  passive  role  in  dealing 
with  hardcore  pornography  will  soon 
change. 

David  Wilkinson  writes  for  the 
Christian  Life  Commission. 


Tbm  Cox,  evangelist  from  Moun- 
ta inburg,  Ark.  recently  returned  from 
South  Africa,  where  he  and  a  group  of 
17  people  conducted  ten  crusades  in 
the  Johannesburg  area.  Cox’s  team 
represented  Baptist  churches  in  eight 
states. 

One  member  of  the  group  extended 
his  mission  for  an  extra  week  of 
crusades  in  Zimbabwe.  Cox,  his  wife, 
Kay,  and  daughter,  Gaye,  stayed  an 
additional  three  weeks  conducting 
crusades  in  Cape  Town,  Durban,  and 
Richards  Bay.  The  Cox  family  sang 
and  preached  at  all  three  seminaries 
of  the  Baptist  Union. 

As  a  result  of  the  crusades  in  South 
Africa,  there  were  502  professions  of 
faith  and  905  rededications.  Cox  has 
conducted  numerous  revivals  in  the 
churches  of  Mississippi.  He  was  born 
in  Picayune,  and  attended  Clarke 
Memorial  College. 

Seminary,  Covington, 
to  celebrate  100th 

Seminary  Church,  Covington 
Association,  will  celebrate  its  100th 
anniversary  on  Dec.  7.  Morning  ser¬ 
vices  will  feature  special  music 
presentations  including  the  singing  of 
“Arise  O  King  of  Grace,”  the  hymn 
sung  at  the  first  meeting  of  the  church 
on  December  3,  1886. 

The  sermon  will  be  given  by  Jerry 
Windsor,  a  former  pastor  of  the 
church.  Windsor  conducted  extensive 
research  on  the  history  of  Seminary 
Church  and  of  the  town  while  pastor 
there.  He  is  author  of  a  book  which 
records  the  results  of  his  historical 
studies.  Thlmadge  Smith  of  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Historical  Com¬ 
mission  will  present  a  certificate  in 
honor  of  the  church’s  centennial. 
Following  the  morning  service  there 
will  be  a  covered-dish  dinner  in  the 
church’s  East  Room.  At  1:30  more 
special  music  will  be  presented,  along 
with  short  talks  by  other  former 
pastors.  All  who  attend  the  service 
and  other  friends  of  the  church  will 
receive  a  booklet  containing  old 
photographs  of  the  church  and  church 
members  as  well  as  a  brief  history  of 
the  church. 

Tim  Turnham  is  pastor. 


Try  living  within  your  income  and 
you’ll  live  without  worries  —  and  also 
without  a  lot  of  other  things. 

Many  people  believe  in  luck.  How 
else  can  you  explain  the  success  of 
those  you  don’t  like? 


66 


I  will  trust  God 


99 


(Continued  from  page  8) 

I  am  so  glad  to  know  that  she  had 
children  of  God  to  pray  over  her  and 
lay  hands  on  her  before  she  went  in. 
I  will  trust  God  and  his  mighty  Word 
rather  than  some  man  made  tradition. 

Even  the  altar  call  and  laying  on  of 
hands  for  the  Holy  Spirit  is  biblical. 
In  Acts  19:1-6  we  read  of  Paul  at 
Ephesus  who  after  finding  disciples 
who  had  not  received  the  Holy  Spirit 
laid  his  hands  on  them  and  they 
received. 

I  have  not  written  this  letter  to  get 
into  a  theological  debate  with  anyone, 


but  I  write  it  in  love  and  in  hopes  that 
Baptists  will  never  fall  into  the  trap 
of  the  devil  we  will  call  traditionalism 
and  die  That  is  what  happened  and 
caused  Martin  Luther  to  write  his 
theses  and  put  them  on  the  door  of 
Whittenburg.  I  thank  God  that  so¬ 
meone  did  take  a  stand  and  voice 
what  I  will  call  the  will  of  God.  We  do 
not  need  a  man-made,  dried-up,  dead 
religion.  We  need  to  show  the  people 
Jesus  and  the  power  that  raised  him 
from  the  dead. 

—Kenneth  Patterson 
Parchman 
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Intensive  care 


Urugs  are  just  as  c 
as  a  loaded  gun 
Don't  take  chances 
with  your  life 


Is  dependency  a  disease? 

As  a  psychologist,  how  do  you  con-  most  practical  purposes,  disease  and 
sider  chemical  dependency?  Do  you  disorder  are  interchangable  terms, 
consider  it  a  disease? 


NEW  SCHEDULE  FOR 


A  group  from  First  Church,  Pascagoula,  performed  the  musical  "Meet  and  Eat," 
during  Senior  Citizens’  Week  at  Ridgecrest  Baptist  Conference  Center  in  October. 
The  47-member  troupe  were  accompanied  by  church  staffers  Dennis  Ray  Smith  and 
Gary  Anglin.  They  made  side  trips  to  the  Biltmore  House  and  Stone  Mountain.  The 
group  is  called  the  Son-Shiners. 


Senior  adult  ministry 
termed  “’coming  of  ag 


m  Touch 


By  Terri  Lackey  dependencies.  We  call  these 

NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (BP)  —  Older  or  older,  Kerr  says.  Sixteen  percent,  “substance  abuse  disorders.”  And,  I 
adults  soon  may  be  able  to  kick  off  or  37.5  million  Americans,  are  age  60  might  add,  contrary  to  what  some  ap- 
their  climbing  boots,  stake  a  flag,  and  and  older.  pear  t®  believe,  both  the  American 

claim  what’s  rightfully  theirs.  The  “More  persons  are  living  to  an  older  Psychological  Association  and  the 
trek  to  the  top  of  the  mountain  is  age.  The  fastest-growing  segment  of  American  Psychiatric  Association 
almost  over.  our  population  is  the  85-plus  age  have  for  many  years  considered 

It’s  been  a  long  climb.  For  years,  group,”  he  says.  “And  more  people  are  alcoholism  and  other  chemical 
senior  adults  practically  have  been  ig-  living  to  the  old-old  age  of  100.  We  are  dependencies  to  be  true  clinical 
nored  by  churches  that  have  not  rapidly  approaching  the  time  when  50  disorders.  This  may  be  something 
realized  they  are  a  special  type  of  peo-  percent  of  the  population  will  be  more  relatively  new-  to  the  average  person, 
pie,  a  leader  in  the  field  insists.  than  52  years  of  age.  The  median  is  but  it  is  not  a  new  idea  in  psychology 
But  the  number  of  senior  adults  has  now  age  30  plus.  and  psychiatry.  I  do  adhere  to  the 

increased  significantly,  and  with  the  “Programs  for  senior  adults  seem  “disease  model"  of  chemical 
increase  has  come  a  realization  by  to  be  changing  in  nature,”  Kerr  says,  dependency;  many  of  my  colleagues 
Southern  Baptist  churches  that  senior  “Most  churches  began  with  an  ac-  who  are  drug  and  alcohol  counselors 
adults  deserve  their  own  special  type  tivities  program  for  seniors,  but  they  tend  to  use  the  term  “disease.”  For 
of  ministry,  says  Horace  Kerr,  super-  are  now  beginning  to  add  programs 

visor  of  the  senior  adult  section  of  the  that  offer  learning  and  service  ac-  T  ifvt'nv'i  QT1C 
Southern  Baptist  Sunday  School  tivities.”  X-ilJJi  ClI  Ictllo 

Board’s  family  ministry  department.  seminars  and  workshops  which 

There  are  so  many  of  us  now”  says  focus  on  physical  fitnesS)  money  paV  iriDUte 

Kerr,  62,  that  more  Southern  Baptist  management,  self-esteem,  continued  XV T  rri  1  1 

churches  are  doing  something  about  learning  and  spiritual  growth  are  all  tO  WaVlie  lOCICI 
it.  For  so  long,  senior  adults  were  ig-  now  being  offered  to  senior  adults  by  •' 

nored  until  we  started  increasing  in  churches.  Other  seminars  the  family  The  Mississippi  Church  Media 
numbers,  and  now  churches  are  show-  ministry  department  suggests  that  Library  Organization,  meeting  at 
ing  a  greater  awareness  of  the  poten-  churches  conduct  include  achieving  Cleveland,  Oct.  25,  adopted  a  resolu- 
tial  of  senior  adults  wholeness  in  later  life  and  enriching  tion  of  tribute  to  the  late  Wayne  Tbdd, 

secretary  of  the  Church  Library 
Department  of  the  Baptist  Sunday 
School  Board  of  the  SBC  for  more 
than  19  years. 

The  resolution  stated  that  Mr.  Tbdd 
had  “a  special,  personal,  and  effective 
influence  on  the  growth  and  develop¬ 
ment  of  church  library  ministry  in  his 
beloved  home  state  of  Mississippi," 
and  that  he  had  “served  several 
Mississippi  churches  as  pastor  in  an 
effective  manner.” 

The  document  continued,  “Mr.  Tbdd 
challenged  every  Christian  he  knew  to 
an  active  personal  witnessing  life”  He 
was  ‘bn  example  to  all  through  his  life 
JOS,  Nigeria  (EP)  —  Christians  the  Organization  of  Islamic  Con-  of  personal  witnessing."  He  "set  an  ex¬ 
now  outnumber  Muslims  in  Nigeria,  ference  (OIC)  without  public  discus-  ample  to  all  in  his  life  of  giving.” 
according  to  a  report  compiled  by  sion  or  debate.  Thus  the  Church  Media  Library 

church  leaders  in  the  nation’s  10  Using  statistical  projections,  the  Organization  chose  to  recognize  his 
northern  states.  The  report  was  report  estimated  the  current  situation  contributions  to  Christian  education 
issued  in  response  to  government  ac-  as  Christians  51  percent,  Jyiuslims  45  and  to  go  on  record  commending  this 
tion  making  the  nation  a  member  of  percent.  servant  of  God. 
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AVAILABLE  IN  THESE  AREAS 

Cleveland  Warner  A  me*  Cable  Ch  10  For  information  contact: 

Greenville  McCaw  Cable  Ch  IS 

Hollandale  Broadband  Cable  Ch  17  ....  Farrell  Blankensh 

Jackson  Capitol  Cable  Ch  14  THfc  Miss  Bapt.  Conv 

Meridian  Comcast  Cable  Ch  11  l|||  P  O  Box  530 

Hattiesburg  U.A  Cable  Ch  6  vP  Jackson.  MS  392 

Laurel  Laurel  Community  Cable  Ch  20 
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Thursday,  November  27,  1986 


Mississippi  Convention 
adopts  three  resolutions 


Puckett  Church,  Puckett:  youth 
revival;  Dec.  7-10;  Sunday,  worship 
service,  11  a.m.,  parents  meet  with 
evangelist,  6  p.m.;  7  p.m  nightly; 
Jerry  Pipes,  youth  evangelist  ;  Harry 
Layden,  music  evangelist;  Alvin  C. 
Doyle,  pastor. 


The  Resolutions  Committee  to  abortion,  parimutuel  gambling  and 
presented  three  resolutions  during  lottery,  pornography,  alcohol,  drugs, 
their  report  to  the  Mississippi  Baptist  and  child  abuse ; 

Convention  on  Wednesday  morning,  WHEREAS,  these  problems  con- 
Nov.  12.  All  three  were  adopted.  tinue  to  challenge  the  Christian  value 
Those  on  the  committee  include  of  our  society  and  demand  the 
Roy  McHenry,  chairman,  Okolona;  positive  witness  and  ministry  of 
Mrs.  Joan  Tyler,  Collins;  Mrs.  Jean  Mississippi  Baptists; 

Bond,  Starkville;  John  Armistead,  THEREFORE  BE  IT  RESOLVED 
Tupelo;  James  Street,  Cleveland;  W.  that  we  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Con- 
W.  Walley,  Waynesboro;  and  Red  Ruf-  vention  recommit  ourselves  to  a 
fin,  Laurel.  witness  in  the  marketplace  of  life 

which  combats  the  negative  influence 
of  the  world  with  the  positive  in- 

#1  Tl-i  fluence  of  Christ; 

IXCbUlUUUIl  AO  BE  IT  FURTHER  RESOLVED  that 

jyjg moi* ial izc  we  rea^*rm  the  resolutions  passed  by 

the  1985  Mississippi  Baptist  Conven- 
Owen  Cooper  tion  addressing  critical  moral,  and 

*  ethical  issues,  and 

WHEREAS  the  Mississippi  Baptist  be  IT  FINALLY  RESOLVED,  that 
Convention  meeting  in  Jackson  on  Mississippi  Baptists  make  every  ef- 
November  12,  1985,  gave  special  fort  to  be  an  influence  in  the 
recognition  to  Owen  Cooper,  of  Yazoo  marketplace  by  reestablishing  Chris- 
City,  naming  him  “The  Mississippi  tian  values  in  Mississippi  society 
Baptist  Layman  of  the  Century,”  and  under  the  leadership  of  those  whose 
recounting  his  many  contributions  as  lives  demonstrate  the  positive 
a  religious  lay  leader,  a  humanitarian,  ministry  of  Jesus  Christ  in  word, 
a  national,  state,  and  community  deed,  and  attitude, 
statesman,  and  industrialist; 

WHEREAS  in  addition  to  the  many  Roonlntinn 

official  positions  he  held  among  neSOIUllOU  VJI 

Southern  Baptists  and  Baptists  of  the  A  DDreciation 
world,  he  served  two  terms,  1955-1956,  ^  r 

as  president  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  WHEREAS,  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention ;  Convention  in  its  151st  annual  session 

WHEREAS  God  in  his  providence  has  again  enjoyed  the  warm  hospitali- 
called  our  brother  Owen  Cooper  to  his  ty  of  the  First  Baptist  Church  of 
rest  and  reward  on  November  8, 1986;  Jackson  and  the  friendly  cooperation 
and  _  •  of  the  staff  of  the  great  church,  and 

WHEREAS  we  join  the  thousands  WHEREAS,  we  the  messengers  of 
over  the  world  who  mourn  his  passing  the  annual  convention  have  been 
and  will  miss  his  capable  guidance  blessed  by  the  fine  program  diligent- 
and  inspiring  dedication;  ly  prepared  by  the  Committee  on 

THEREFORE,  be  it  resolved  that  Order  of  Business,  the  staff  of  the  Con- 
the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  vention  Board,  and  the  various  of- 
meeting  in  annual  session  on  ficers  and  committees,  and 
November  12, 1986,  convey  to  the  fami-  WHEREAS,  God  has  challenged  us 
ly  of  Owen  Cooper  our  deepest  Chris-  through  this  convention  toward  the 
tian  love;  and  goal  of. one  heart  and  a  new  spirit; 

BE  IT  FURTHER  RESOLVED  that  THEREFORE,  be  it  resolved  that 
we  further  express  our  profound  we  express  grateful  appreciation  to: 
gratitude  for  his  exemplary  life  ser-  l.  The  members  of  First  Baptist 
vice  to  our  Lord  by  dedicating  the  Church  and  their  pastor  and 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  An-  staff. 

nual  of  1986  to  the  memory  of  Dr.  2.  Our  convention  president,  Dr. 
Owen  Cooper  with  an  appropriate  Frank  Gunn,  and  the  other  of- 
dedicatory  page  and  picture  in  ficers  and  committees  who  have 
recognition  of  this  action.  so  faithfully  -  served  this 

convention. 

3.  Dr.  Charles  Cartecand  the  other 
inspirational  speakers  for  their 
stirring  messages. 

4.  The  Order  of  Business  Commit¬ 
tee  for  a  job  well  done. 

WHEREAS,  the  Mississippi  Baptist  5.  Tb  Paul  Harwood  for  ten  years  of 
Convenfion  meeting  on  November  service  as  Associate  Recording 
11-13, 1985,  spoke  strongly  in  opposition  Secretary. 


Cooperative 
Program  enjoys 
best  1st  month 


NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (BP)  — 
Southern  Baptists’  national 
Cooperative  Program  got  off  to  its 
best  start  ever,  with  October  receipts 
totalling  $10,937,115,  announced  Harold 
C.  Bennett,  president  and  treasurer  of 
the  convention’s  Executive  Commit- 


James  Fondren  (pictured  at  right)  and  his  wife,  WiHie,  were  honored  on  his  retire¬ 
ment  at  Taylor  Church,  Taylor,  where  he  served  for  12  years  as  pastor.  He  has  been 
pastoring  for  over  30  years  in  north  Mississippi.  The  church  presented  to  him  a  love 
offering  that  exceeded  $1 ,800.00.  Don  Stanfill,  director  of  missions  of  Lafayette 
Association  presented  a  certificate  of  appreciation,  and  a  book  of  letters 
Fondren  has  been  ill  with  cancer,  and  is  back  in  the  hospital  in  Oxford. 


The  Cooperative  Program  is  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention  method 
of  funding  missions,  evangelism  and 
education  endeavors  worldwide.  The 
1986-87  Cooperative  Program  began 
its  fiscal  year  Oct  1 ;  the  national  goal 
for  the  year  is  $136  million. 

October  Cooperative  Program 
receipts  were  a  record  for  that  month 
and  21  percent  higher  than  the 
$9,039,034  posted  in  October  of  1985, 
though  Bennett  said  gifts  would  like¬ 
ly  be  higher  now  than  for  the  rest  of 
the  year. 

He  said  reasons  for  the  large  in¬ 
crease  are  difficult  to  determine.  It 
might  have  been  due  to  churches 
whose  annual  budgets  close  out  Sept. 
30  sending  along  their  Cooperative 
Program  checks  at  the  end  of  the 
fiscal  year,  which  would  have  been 
tabulated  nationally  in  October.  Or  it 
partially  may  have  been  due  to  chur¬ 
ches  which  surpassed  their  regular 
annual  budgets  channeling  significant 
portions  of  their  “challenge  budgets” 
along  to  the  Cooperative  Program. 


H  Jackie  N.  Yow,  HUNTINGDON,  Tenn.  —  Stephen 
pastor  of  Flag  L.  Mansfield,  former  administrator  of 
Lake  Church,  Baptist  Memorial  Regional  Home 
Northwest,  has  Health  Care,  Inc.,  at  Union  City, 
been  selected  to  Tenn  ,  has  been  named  administrator 
appear  in  “Out-  of  Baptist  Memorial  Hospital, 
standing  Young  Huntingdon.  Mr.  Mansfield  assumed 
Men  of  America.”  his  new  position  Nov.  3. 
and  the  “Diction- 
Yow  ary  of  Internation- 

a  I  Biography”  twentieth  edition.  He  is  !>#*  jp 

presently  pursuing  a  Th.D.  at  Mid-  JS| 

America  Seminary.  Yow  is  married  to  CTTpH  B 

the  former  Nineveh  Gail  Wakefield  of  TuW  jp 

Caledonia,  and  they  have  two  sons,  Sr?  jrp 

Jason,  and  Jeremy. 

Tim  Glaze  is  a  seminary  intern  ser 

ving  as  associate  Baptist  Student  i  ^K§§ 

director  at  the  Perkmston  cam-  ; IfS 

■  pus  of  Mississippi  7  jw] 

Gulf  Coast  Junior  jiff’ 

College  for  the  HB  j^9HEH9Bs 

1986-87  school  year  Rif  ||%ff 

He  has  earned  a  :/  i 

master  of  divinity 
degree  from  New 
Orleans  Seminary 

and  is  completing  Lyon  Church,  Lyon,  held  deacon  or- 
requirements  for  a  dination  on  Oct.  5.  Pictured,  left  to  right. 
Glaze  master  of  religious  are  Randol  C.  Lindsay,  pastor,  and  Ed- 
education  degree  there.  die  Simmons. 

Mississippi  Top  10  Associations  in 
church  study  course  awards 

1985-1986 

All  Subject  Areas  5  Gulf  Coast  1,231 

Number  Association  Awards  6  Jackson  1,015 

1  Hinds  Madison  5,407  7  Adams  966  , 

2  Lee  2,177  8  Jones  968 

3  Rankin  1,707  9  Pike  901 

4  Northwest  1,513  10  Copiah  910 


FALCON  by  el  dorado 

H  in  the  small 
T r  I  bus  industry 

For  FREE  DEMONSTRATION 

call  collect 

601-924-1983  David  Upton 

SOUTHEASTERN  BUS  SALES 

203  Hester  St  Clinton.  MS  39056 


#2  Resolution  On  A 
Positive  Witness 


OLD  BIBLES  REBOUND 

A  price,  binding  and  style  to  meet  every 
need.  Quality  workmanship  guaranteed. 
Write  for  illustrated  prick  folder. 

" Internationally  known  specialists" 

NORRIS  BOOKBINDING  CO. 


mmhur^  BAPTISTRIES 

>t£0[  HEATERS.  PUMPS 

FACTORY  DIRECT 

^sUXTOLL  FREE  l-SOO- *5 1-0679 
TN  CALL  COLLECT  615-875-0679 
FIBERGLASS  BAPTISTRY  CO 
SSUHIXSONnKE  •CHATTANOOGA  TN374IS 


Committee  on  Nominations 
nominees  are  elected 


Thursday,  November  27.  1986 
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Gene  P.  Smith  has  accepted  the  call 
to  pastor  First 
Church 

S’  |pB  Port  Richey.  Fla  . 

•  ^jUS  e^ect've  ^ec  7 

He  has  pastored 
K  iV  Roseland  Park 
|&  Church  in  Picayune 
for  five  years 


minister  of  music  and  activities  at 
Meadville  Church,  Sept  28 
Grothman  has  served  churches  in  the 
Delta  and  left  Whitesand  Church  of 
Prentiss  to  go  to  Meadville.  A  native 
of  Greenville,  he  received  a  master  of 
music  education  degree  from  Delta 
State  University. 

Ron  Kegley,  former  music-youth 
director  at  Wynndale  Church,  Terry, 
has  become  minister  of  music  at  Ray- 
Wayne  Grothman  became  the  mond  Church,  Raymond 


The  report  of  the  Nominating  Com-,  Sfcartayl*aqueria  'taaqumai.  J«hn  Proper Hctiu*!  Ftrk 
mittee  was  brought  to  the  Mississip-  Sharfcey-teaquena  (Sharkey),  H.  A.  (  .in Rolling  Pork 

pi  Baptist  Convention  Tuesday  mor-  ch,ri“  c“*  Mendenhall 

ning,  NOV.  11,  by  Odean  Puckett,  Nat-  -ftiiahatchie,  Don  0-Quin  Charleston 

chez,  chairman.  Other  committee  Tippah.  Buiy  w.  Baker  Ripley 

members:  Charles  Stubblefield,  Tishomingo, Ralph cuip  Golden 

Ecru;  Tommy  Arinder,  Cleveland;  ^m,°"  ‘•lef(erson)  Charl”  Tyler  Vicksburg 

Leon  Young,  Meridian;  Clark  McMur-  ^"w^nd.  <22£ 

ray,  Pascagoula ;  Frank  Gunn,  ex  of-  wayne,  w.  w.  waiiev* Waynesboro 

ficio.  The  report  was  adopted  and  the  Wayne,  t.  r.  Culpepper  state  Line 

nominees  elected. 

Persons  elected  to  begin  new  terms 
on  Mississippi  Baptist  boards  and 
commissions  are  listed  below.  The 
asterisks  denote  at  large  members. 

CONVENTION  BOARD  MEMBERS 
Term  Expires  1M7 

Association  *  Town 

Franklin,  John  Ira  Hill  Meadville 

Leake,  CarHoa  Jones  Carthage 

Pontotoc,  Randy  Kolb  Pontotoc 

Union  County,  Cart  White  New  Albany 

Warren,  David  Grinuley  Vicksburg  CHRISTIAN  ACTION  COMMISSION 

Ihrm  Expires  1988  Thrm  Expires  1989 

Holmes,  James  Carr  Tthula  Dr.  Jeanette  Phillips  Oxford 

Lamar,  George  Aultman  Hattiesburg  Mrs.  Robert  (Staart)  Calvert .  Ashland  MISSISSIPPI  COLLEGE 

Lincoln,  Edgar  Lee  Wright  Brookhaven  Charles  Myers  Jackson  Term  Expires  1989 

North  Delta  (Quitman),  Mike  Smithey  Marks  Robert  E.  Maddux  Coidwater  Victor  Walsh 

Panola,  A.  Harrison  Weger  Batesville  WUliam  Jenkins  Cleveland  Aven  Whittington 

Winston,  Jerry  Hill . » .  Louisville  Garden  Saasiag 

Term  Expires  1989  EDUCATION  COMMISSION  Jim  Yates 

Adams,  Odean  Packets  .  . Natchez  Term  Expires  1989  W  D  Lofton 

Alcorn.  Tray  Wilson.  Jr.  Corinth  Ran  Kirkland 

Benton,  Robert  Calvert  Ashland  William  Stewart 

Gulf  Coast,  G.  H.  English'  Ocean  Springs  Eddie  Smith 

Hinds-Madison,  Gary  Richardson*  Jackson  Robert  Upchurch 

Itawamba,  Martin  Hayden  Fulton 

Jackson,  Roy  Phillips*  Ocean  Springs 

Jeff  Davis,  lagram  Faster* . Prentiss 

Lafayette,  Mrs.  Gerald  (Patricia)  Hasselman*Oxford 

Lebanon,  Glenn  Galey*  . Hattiesburg 

Lowndes,  Mrs  Thm  (Cindy)  Petphrey*  Columbus 

Marion,  Keith  Gordon . Columbia 

Marshall.  Lee  Castle  Holly  Sprites 

Newton,  A.  Gas  Merritt  . Decatur 

North  Delta  (Coahoma),  Randal  Lindsay Clarkadale 
Oktibbeha,  John  McMullen  . Sturgis 


BOARD  OF  MINISTERIAL  EDUCATION 
1>rm  Expires  1968 

Mrs.  William  M.  (Jayce)  Beasley  Tupelo 

Johnny  Walker  Lucedale 

Term  Expires  1989 

Glen  Eaves  Clinton 

Mrs.  John  D.  (Olliei  Thomas  Hattiesburg 

Jack  Wiascott  Prentiss 


President  Rogers  seeks 
“■very  best  Baptists” 


BLUE  MOUNTAIN  COLLEGE 
Term  Expires  1989 

Mrs.  Jody  S.  Blackledge  Laurel 

Mrs.  Edward  C.  (Kathleen)  Bourland  Amory 

Mrs.  WUliam  L.  (Martha  Lynn)  Brigham  Yazoo  City 

Bobby  P.  Martin  Ripley 

Edward  L.  Cooper  Oxford 


(Continued  on  page  5)  He  also  asked  that  recommenda 

a  letter  to  the  three  men  “thanking  tions  include  information  on  how  long 
them  for  their  suggestion"  and  saying  the  nominee  has  been  in  the  state  and 
it  was  one  of  many  he  has  received  church,  the  size  of  the  church,  the 
from  “ad-hoc  groups  across  the  con-  amount  the  church  gave  to  the 
vention.”  Cooperative  Program  in  the  last 

“There  have  been  a  number  of  associational  year,  and  what  percen- 
recommenda tions  and  suggestions  tage  of  the  total  church  budget  that 
made  about  the  appointments,"  amount  represented. 

Rogers  said.  “What  I  plan  to  do  is  to  He  also  asked  that  the  number  of 
work  with  the  convention-elected  baptisms  of  the  church  be  included. 
Peace  Committee,  but  ultimately  in  as  well  as  information  on  other  perti 
the  appointments  I  will  follow  the  die-  nent  matters  such  as  the  basic  coovic 
tates  of  my  own  heart."  —  tions  of  the  nominee. 

Rogers,  who  is  a  member  of  the  Rogers  encouraged  persons  to  sub 
SBC  Peace  Committee  that  is  charg-  mit  the  recommendations  to  him  in  an 
ed  with  finding  the  sources  of  the  con-  envelope  marked,  “SBC  Committee 
troversy  in  the  convention  and  mak-  Recommendations,”  and  mailed  to 
ing  recommendations  about  ways  to  Bellevue  Baptist  Church,  70  N 
solve  them,  has  said  on  several  occa-  Bellevue  Blvd.,  Memphis,  ltenn.  38104 
sions  he  plans  to  appoint  the  “very  He  asked  that  the  recommenda 
best”  Southern  Baptists  to  the  tions  be  submitted  by  Feb.  1,  1987. 
committees. 

During  a  September  meeting  with 
editors  of  Baptist  state  newspapers, 

Rogers  said:  “I  do  not  intend  to  make 
appointments  that  are  overtly 
political.  I'm  goipg  to  try  to  make  ap¬ 
pointments  from  those  that  I  consider 
to  be  the  best  Southern  Baptists  '' 

At  that  meeting  he  said  the  “Bap¬ 
tist  Faith  and  Message"  statement, 
especially  its  section  on  the  Scrip¬ 
tures,  will  be  central  for  his  appoint¬ 
ments.  He  said 


McComb 

Greenwood 

Vicksburg 


Ocean  Springs 
Moss  Point 
Columbia 
Collins 
. . .  Hattiesburg 


BAPTIST  CHILDREN'S  VILLAGE 
TYrm  Expires  1989 


Stonevilie 
Jackson 
Bog  tie  Chitto 
Jackson 
Natchez 


Decatur 

Ashland 

Winona 


New  committee  members  elected 


FOR  CHARTER  rr 1 1  I  iTfiX. 

OR  RENT 

25  •  OP  47  - 
Passenger  buses 

BUS  SUPPLY  CU.  INC. 

McComb,  MS  601-684-2900 


Hueston  Adkins,  Jackson,  chair-  Resolutions  Committee 
man,  presented  the  report  of  the  Com-  Roy  McHenry,  Chairman,  Okolona 
mittee  on  Committees  Monday  even-  Mrs.  Joan  Tyler,  Collins 
ing,  Nov.  10,  to  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Mrs.  Jean  Bond,  Starkville 
Convention.  He  recognized  the  other  John  Armistead,  Tupelo 
members  of  the  committee:  Dennis  James  Street,  Cleveland 
Duvall,  Philadelphia ;  Gerald  Harris,  W.  W.  Walley,  Waynesboro 
Jackson;  Ray  Lloyd,  Starkville;  Sue  Red  Ruffin,  Laurel 
Tatum,  Yazoo  City ;  and  Frank  Gunn, 

Biloxi,  ex  officio. 

The  report  was  adopted  and  the  Committees  on  Nominations 
following  committees  were  elected.  Mrs.  Julia  Otis,  Chairperson,  Tupelo 
Order  of  Business  Committee  Leonard  McCullough,  Starkville 

Mrs.  James  Yates  (1  yr.  term),  Yazoo  Sonny  Adkins,  New  Hebron 
City  Roy  Myers,  Lucedale 

Ronnie  Massey  (1  yr.  term),  Meridian  J.  Roy  McComb,  Columbia 
Hal  Buchanan  (2  yr.  term),  Tupelo 

Tommy  Vinson  (2  yr.  term),  Constitution  and  Bylaws  Committee 
Southaven  Eugene  Dobbs,  Chairman, 

Dennis  Johnsey  (3  yr.  term),  Philadelphia 
Pascagoula  Charles  Pickering,  Laurel 

Ron  Burch  (3  yr.  term),  Indianola  Joe  Jack  Hurst,  Jackson 


Bobby  Perry,  Gulfport 
Anthony  Kay,  Calhoun  City 


Time,  Place  and  Preacher 
James  Richardson,  Chairman, 
Madison 

Truman  D.  Scarborough,  Coffeeville 
Warren  Rowe,  Jackson 
Beverly  Tinnin,  Meridian 
Gene  Henderson,  Brandon 


If  he  doesn’t  believe 
that,  I  wouldn't  appoint  him. 

I  would  make  appointments  from 
people  who  hold  that  kind  of 
theological  perspective,  and  so  ob¬ 
viously,  that  would  exclude  some  peo¬ 
ple,  but  it  would  not  exclude  people  on 
a  political  basis.  It  would  exclude 
them  on  a  theological  basis,  and 
theology  is  only  one  issue.  I  want  to 
appoint  people  who  would  be  the  best 
Baptists,  not  only  theologically,  but 
cooperatively  and  intellectually  and 
spiritually." 

He  added  he  would  not  appoint  per¬ 
sons  to  the  Committee  on  Committees 
who.  although  believing  as  he  does, 
would  appoint  to  the  Committee  on 
Boards  people  who  believe  different¬ 
ly.  “I  don’t  see  that  as  political."  he 
said.  “I  see  that  as  consistent." 

In  his  Open  Letter,  Rogers  asked 
persons  who  wish  to  nominate  persons 
for  appointment  to  the  committees  to 
provide  him  with  specific 
information. 

Name,  address,  home  and  business 
telephone  numbers,  church  name  and 
address,  and  whether  the  person 
nominated  is  a  pastor  or  a  layman 
should  be  included. 


Direct  factory  prices 
50  yrs.  manufacturing  in 
Mississippi 

IWo  to  Three  week  delivery 

Graduate  Supply 
House 

Box  1034,  1620  N.  Mill  St. 
601-354-5323 
Jackson,  MS  39205 


Baptist  Record  .Advisory  Committee 
Three  year  term:  (1989) 

Odean  Puckett,  Natchez 
Joel  Haire,  Crystal  Springs 
Two  year  term:  (1988) 

Gary  Holland,  Pascagoula 
Mrs.  Martha  Chambless,  Oxford 
One  year  term  (1987) 

Ferrell  Cork.  Jr.,  Aberdeen 
Marcus  Finch,  Meridian 


Pews,  pulpits,  baptistries, 
stained  glass,  carpel, 
steeples,  chairs. 

Van  fflittkle 

(Cljurclj 

?ur  muring*  & 

Ppui  Tlpljolatery 

Box  501,  Fulton,  MS.  3SS43 
In  MS.  Toll  Frao  1-400-624-9627 


Mississippi  Baptist  activities 

Nov.  30-Dec.  7  Week  of  Prayer  for  Foreign  Missions  and  Lottie  Moon 
Christmas  Offering  (WMU  Emphasis) 

Dec.  1-2  North  Mississippi  Preaching  Conference;  FBC,  Oxford; 
1  p.m.,  lst-3:30  p.m.,  2nd  (CAPM) 

Dec.  4-5  South  Mississippi  Preaching  Conference;  FBC,  Hatties 
burg;  1  p.m.,  4th-3:30  p.m.,  5th  (CAPM) 

Dec.  4-5  Area  Coordinators  Specialized  Training;  Central  Hills 
Retreat;  Noon,  4th-l  p.m.,  5th  (BRO) 

Dec.  6  _  Key  Leader  Seminar;  Baptist  Building;  9:30  a.m.-3:30 

p.m.  (BRO) 


26,000  at  First,  Dallas 

A  few  weeks  ago  the  Baptist  Record 
ran  an  item  stating  that  a  survey  by 
Elmer  Towns  of  Liberty  Baptist 
Seminary  in  Lynchburg,  Va.,  had 
found  that  a  Baptist  church  in  Indiana 
was  the  largest  church  in  the  nation 
with  19,000  members.  A  check  with 
First  Baptist  Church,  Dallas,  reveals 
the  Dallas  congregation  has  26,000 
members. 


Carriage  Hills  Church,  Southaven,  celebrated  its  20th  anniversary  on  Nov.  2. 
A  high  attendance  goal  was  set  at  400,  with  440  present  in  Sunday  School.  Pictured, 
left  to  right,  are  Gene  Thach,  chairman  of  the  anniversary  committee;  J.  B  Miller, 
first  pastor  at  Carriage  Hills;  David  Merritt,  second  pastor  at  Carriage  Hills;  Charles 
Bagwell,  third  and  present  pastor;  and  Alan  Davis,  Sunday  School  director. 

.m  *  ***«;! r 


Beulah  Church,  Newton  County,  recently  held  dedication  services  for  its  new  pastorium.  The  pastorium  is  brick,  four  bedrooms, 
and  has  2,366  square  feet  floor  space. 

Salem  was  organized  July  10,  1850,  and  is  the  mother  church  of  five  other  churches.  It  was  admitted  into  the  Mt.  Pisgah 
Association,  Aug.  1 , 1851 ,  and  admitted  into  the  Newton  County  Association,  October,  1931 .  Salem  has  licensed  15  ministers. 

Pictured  (left  to  right)  are  Ricky  Harrison,  chairman;  Edward  Knox,  pastor;  Charles  Melton,  director  of  missions,  Newton 
County;  Mrs.  Mary  Faye  Reeves;  Mrs.  Nancy  Chaney;  William  Huey,  and  Jack  Bynum. 


nell,  Joy-Ellyn  Morgan,  Michelle  Prentiss,  Jennifer  Williamson, 
Melanie  Hennington;  and  Heather  Johnston.  Fifth  Grade, 
Teresa  Skipper,  Amy  Cutrer,  Tara  Adair,  Susan  Valentine  and 
Stephanie  Shows.  Sixth  Grade,  Lee  Jones  and  Angie  Dobson. 

GA  leaders  are  Mary  Freshwater,  Virginia  Griffin,  Barbara 
Starrett,  Lou  Warren,  Sue  Valentine,  Jan  Jackson,  Brenda  Mar- 
sales,  Jo  Nell  Johnston,  Sue  Hamilton,  Kim  Luzader,  Frances 
Lindsey,  and  Mary  Jo  Dribben.  GA  director  is  Fern  Hedglin. 
Gary  Berry  is  pastor. 


GAs  of  First  Church,  McComb,  recently  held  their  recogni¬ 
tion  service.  Girts  who  completed  their  Mission  Adventure 
books  are  pictured:  First  Grade,  Michaelanne  Farnham,  Dix¬ 
ie  Ivey,  Meg  Jackson,  Catherine  Jones,  Deidre  Sadler,  Leah 
Clair  Starrett,  Gabby  Bors  and  Summer  Baron.  Second  Grade, 
Sarah  Funchess,  Jolie  Hedglin,  Alyson  Cutrer,  Robin 
Freshwater,  Stacey  Valentine,  Jennifer  Johnston,  Traci  Drib¬ 
ben,  Candace  Brister  and  Natalie  Werner.  Third  Grade,  Callie 
Carruth,  Anna  Griffin,  Genny  Warren,  Nicole  Sadler,  Lea  Ellen 
Brock,  Jessica  Barron.  Fourth  Grade.  Krisi  Allen.  Karey  Chan- 


I’arkuuN  (  hui  ill.  Natihc/.  over  ^  |4  g,  -. 

subscribed  its  1987  budget  of  $471,394 

for  the  11th  consecutive  year.  Joe  GAs  of  Mt.  Zion  Church,  Independence,  dressed  up  in  saris  following  their  study 
Hartley,  director  of  the  Church’s  For-  of  Bangladesh.  The  study  was  led  by  Mrs.  Maxine  Smith  and  Mrs.  Patt  Bien, 
ward  Program  of  Church  Finance  for  furloughing  missionary  to  Bangladesh 

this  year,  made  the  announcement  to  Pictured,  top  picture,  left  to  right,  back  row,  are  Emily  Bien,  Amanda  Williams, 
the  congregation  Sunday  evening.  April  Farrow,  Brandy  Birdsong.  Front  row,  Kelly  Morgan,  Nikki  Scruggs,  Nathan  Bien. 
Nov.  9,  Victory  Day.  and  Mindy  Gitter 

A  total  of  $473,512  has  been  pledg-  Bottom  picture,  left  to  right,  are  Amanda  Williams,  Melanie  Freeman.  Beverly  Ricks, 
ed  with  474  commitment  cards  Lisa  Pounders,  and  Amy  Birdsong 

Barry  Landrum  enter-  jjf^* 

taming  Those  ages  4-8  were  enter-  WM 

tamed  at  a  children  s  party  Over  700 

oHf  vV  JjH 

were  Bill  Campbell,  Ray  Boyd,  Mrs.  Ik 

Jan  Rabb,  Tommy  Dunn,  Mr.  and  iiyr| 

ny  Stephens,  Mrs.  Yvonne  Loflin,  BkKtfftflP 

Mrs.  Irene  Loflin,  Mrs.  Tommie  Lou  ■  If  1  *  * 

Harlan,  and  Mrs.  Pam  Dossett.  I  "  i  j  j  f  V  ., 

Liberty  Church  of  Flo  wood,  Rankin  .  J - • 

County,  will  have  Howard  Aultman,  0/*"*p'*  Chur<;h:Blfl  Po,nt-  p»*cagoula,  he,d  i,s  GAa  recognition  service.  Sept 
evangelist  as  speaker  on  Nov.  30.  The  24  The  ,heme  of  ,he  8erv,ce  was  ,Send  ,he  Li9ht  "  GAs  recognized  in  the  service 
services  will  be  11  a.m.  and  7  p.m.  ®r®  p,Cti;red:  r<™'  N'sha  Freeman.  Jennifer  Ruemenapp,  Tracy  Butler,  Kim 

r  HnuiHw  I  aah  Pi  nu  Mirha  a  CrAAmnn  I**.*.:***,.  A..:i  D. _ _ 


Salem  Church, 
Burnside  Commun¬ 
ity  Philadelphia, 

celebrated  its  retire¬ 
ment  of  the  church 
indebtedness  with  a 
note  burning  service 
and  dinner  on  the 
grounds,  July  20. 

Salem  Church 
was  organized  in 
1873  and  built  a  new 
church  in  the  sum¬ 
mer  of  1974. 

Pictured  are 
Duaine  Morgan, 
pastor;  Cecil  Reese, 
and  Tommy  Wren, 
trustees. 
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SUNDAY  SCHOOL  LESSON  COMMENTARIES 


Ezra  reads  from  Word;  people  rejoice  in  the  law 

By  Robert  E.  Self  _ _ ^  ^ 


Nehemiah  8:1-3;  Psalm  119:105-112 
The  plight  of  two  friends  on  a  hunting  trip  out 
west  a  couple  of  years  ago  taught  us  a  great 
deal  about  survival.  Hunting  on  a  mountain  as 
long  as  daylight  allowed, 
they  then  started  down  only 
to  be  overtaken  by  darkness. 
The  only  flashlight  they  car¬ 
ried  was  much  too  weak  and 
getting  down  was  a  very 
scary  thing.  Fortunately, 
they  were  able  to  get  down 
without  injury,  though  a  cou¬ 
ple  of  hours  late  and 
somewhat  shaken. 

The  story  of  our  text  today  also  speaks  much 
about  survival.  The  people  had  returned  to  the 
land  after  the  years  of  captivity  and  had  begun 
a  semblance  of  national  life.  The  temple  and 
the  walls  of  the  city  had  been  rebuilt.  Worship 
was  beginning  again  and  hope  was  springing 
forth.  For  many  years  they  had  not  been  able 
to  carry  on  their  worship  as  in  their  history.  As 
they  set  themselves  to  the  task,  they  needed 
help  and  encouragement  from  God. 

1.  A  request  (Nehemiah  8:1) 

Recognizing  the  role  that  the  word  of  God  had 
played  in  their  past,  the  people  asked  Ezra  to 


Self 
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bring  the  law  of  Moses  before  them.  This  vital 
link  with  God  and  their  past  was  seen  as  very 
important  for  the  present  and  the  future.  One 
can  only  assume  that  they  knew  that  God’s 
word  would  provide  direction  for  life. 

It  is  interesting  that  they  asked  Ezra  to  read. 
A  study  of  the  law,  he  was  a  descendant  of 
Aaron,  the  first  high  priest.  When  Ezra  return¬ 
ed  to  Judah  from  Babylon,  he  was  troubled  by 
the  moral  climate  and  the  lack  of  attention  to 
the  Word  of  God.  He  began  to  preach  and  to 
really  force  the  issue  of  God’s  expectations  in 
regard  to  the  manner  in  which  they  lived. 

II.  The  reading  (Nehemiah  8:2-3) 

The  eagerness  and  need  for  all  the  people  to 
hear  the  Word  of  God  is  hinted  at  in  the  fact  that 
men  and  women  came  together  for  the  reading. 
Prior  to  the  captivity,  women  would  not  likely 
have  joined  in  the  services.  Now,  a  nation  is 
climbing  out  of  the  trash  heap  and  all  the  peo¬ 
ple  needed  to  hear  from  God. 

Ezra  began  to  read  and  the  people  stood  in 
reverence.  Their  worship  was  intense.  They 
raised  their  hands,  a  gesture  of  surrender  in 
Judaism,  and  bowed  their  heads  low,  an  act  of 


worship.  As  they  worshipped  and  were  bathed 
in  the  truth  of  the  readings  they  began  to  weep. 
That  which  had  been  missing  for  so  long  was 
now  becoming  so  real  again.  God  was  speak¬ 
ing  to  his  people  and  they  were  being  blessed 
by  it.  For  hours  they  stood  and  listened  as  a 
great  revival  broke  out  right  in  their  presence 
Their  involvement  and  joy  were  so  great  that 
the  leaders  had  to  calm  them. 

III.  The  results  (Psalm  119:105-112) 

The  impression  of  God’s  Word  was  so  strong 
that  it  became  once  again  their  standard  for  liv¬ 
ing.  The  psalmist  expressed  the  wonderful 
ftower  of  that  Word  in  the  119th.  He  declares  that 
it  is  a  light  for  the  people.  We  must  remember 
how  precious  light  was  in  the  ancient  world. 
Groping  in  the  darkness  that  life  sometimes 
brings,  God’s  Word  is  light. 

He  also  tells  us  that  the  Word  deserves  our 
commitment  <  v.  106).  It  is  a  comfort  when  one 
is  afflicted  (v.  107),  a  guide  to  worship 
(vv.111-112).  The  statement  of  the  psalmist 
grows  out  of  his  conviction  that  the  revealed 
truth  of  God  is  adequate  for  every  need  and 
must  become  the  rule  of  life. 

We  must  take  care  in  our  time  to  fashion  our 
lives  on  the  same  foundation.  God’s  revealed 
truth.  Christians  must  make  the  study  of  God’s 


Word  a  great  priority  for  life.  We  must  study 
it  privately  as  well  as  in  our  homes.  And  we 
must  commit  ourselves  to  study  it  together  in 
groups  and  in  church.  Sunday  School  must 
understand  its  role  and  we  must  encourage  peo¬ 
ple  to  be  a  part  of  it  in  order  to  grow  as  God 
expects  us  to  grow. 

As  we  study  and  learn,  we  can  grow  in  com¬ 
mitment  to  do  what  is  called  for  in  his  word 

Perhaps  you  have  heard  the  story  but  I  must 
share  it  again.  The  story  of  old  has  it  that  a 
group  of  young  people  hiked  into  the  mountains 
for  a  picnic.  They  carried  no  lights  and  enjoy¬ 
ing  the  outing  to  the  fullest,  they  neglected  to 
note  that  darkness  was  almost  upon  them  It 
became  so  dark  that  they  could  not  see  the  trail 
and  could  not  leave  the  mountain. 

A  mountain  man  had  seen  them  go  in  and 
came  to  check  on  them.  When  he  learned  of  the 
problem,  he  split  a  stump  and  handed  the  young 
people  pieces  of  wood.  ‘Light  ’em  up  and  they  ’ll 
see  you  home.”  Several  of  the  young  people 
were  unsure,  but  the  old  man  knew  that  the  old 
heart  pine  would  give  light  for  the  entire 
journey. 

God’s  Word,  even  today,  is  a  “lamp  unto  my 
feet  and  a  light  unto  my  path." 

Robert  Self  is  pastor.  First,  Brookhaven. 


Controversy  creeps  up  about  Jesus  as  the  Messiah 


By  Marjean  Patterson 
John  7:1-52 

The  time  came  in  Jerusalem  for  the  obser¬ 
vance  of  the  Feast  of  Tbbernacles.  This  seven 
day  feast  was  annually  celebrated  in  the  fall  of 
the  year  to  commemorate 
the  wilderness  wanderings 
of  the  Jewish  people.  With 
the  appearance  of  a  large 
extended  Thanksgiving 
celebration,  it  was  a  favorite 
festival  of  the  people. 

The  unbelieving  half- 
brothers  of  Jesus  urged  him 
to  go  with  them  from  Galilee 
Patterson  to  Jerusalem  for  this  festival 
to  publicly  announce  his  mission.  Jesus  refus¬ 
ed,  for  this  was  not  the  proper  time  for  him  to 
be  revealed  as  God’s  anointed  through  his  death 
and  resurrection. 

However,  after  the  brothers,  other  family 
members,  and  friends  left,  Jesus  did  go  to  the 
feast.  The  conversation  of  Jesus  with  his  half- 
brothers  had  referred  to  the  time  and  manner 
of  going,  not  that  he  would  not  go  at  all. 

Luke’s  gospel  reports  that  Jesus  and  his 
disciples  went  through  Samaria  to  Jerusalem 
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in  order  to  avoid  public  notice. 

I.  Jesus’  return  to  Jerusalem  for  the  feast 

The  Jewish  leaders  were  watching  for  Jesus 

and  inquiring  of  his  whereabouts.  Among  the 
ordinary  people,  discussion  broke  out  concern¬ 
ing  Jesus.  Some  of  the  people  thought  he  was 
a  good  man  doing  good  things.  Others,  felt  that 
he  was  leading  people  astray.  Regardless  of 
how  they  felt  about  Jesus,  they  kept  their  feel¬ 
ings  tucked  carefully  inside  their  own  minds 
and  hearts  because  they  were  afraid  of  the 
Jewish  leaders. 

II.  Some  of  the  people  believe  on  Jesus 

Jesus  showed  up  at  the  Temple  about  half 

way  through  the  festival  and  began  to  teach. 
The  people  were  astonished  at  his  teaching  and 
they  began  to  ask  him  questions.  How  was  he 
able  to  speak  so  convincingly  without  the  aid 
of  formal  training?  What  was  the  source  of  this 
authority? 

Our  Savior  answered  their  questions  with  pa¬ 
tience  and  kindness.  The  people  of  Jerusalem 
were  greatly  impressed  by  his  teaching.  Yet, 


they  were  confused.  Why  was  Jesus  being 
allowed  to  teach  publicly  if  he  was  the  man  the 
Jewish  leaders  were  wanting  to  kill? 

The  people  knew  a  few  things  about  Jesus. 
They  knew  his  name.  They  knew  he  was  from 
Nazareth.  But  they  had  to  decide  for  themselves 
whether  Jesus  was  from  God  or  not. 

Some  in  the  group  did  not  believe  Jesus  and. 
perhaps  being  spurred  on  by  the  Jewish 
leaders,  they  tried  to  arrest  him.  Because  it  was 
not  yet  time  for  Jesus’  suffering,  they  were 
unable  to  carry  out  their  desire. 

Still,  said  John,  many  in  the  assembled  crowd 
did  believe  in  Jesus.  They  likely  were  visitors 
or  newcomers  to  Jerusalem  and  they  were 
neither  intimidated  nor  influenced  by  the 
leaders  of  the  Jews. 

III.  The  promise  of  giving  Water  (7:37-39) 

Each  day  during  the  Feast  of  Thbernacles.  a 
priest  went  to  the  pool  of  Siloam  to  obtain  some 
water.  In  a  golden  pitcher  he  carried  this  water 
back  to  the  temple  and  poured  it  on  the  altar 
as  an  offering  to  God. 

As  Jesus  witnessed  this  ceremony,  he  once 
again  declared  himself  to  be  the  source  of  liv¬ 
ing  water.  He  proclaimed  that  if  anyone  was 


thirsty,  he  should  come  to  him  to  drink  and  that 
one  who  drank  from  him  would  have  his  thirst 
permanently  quenched. 

John  commented  at  this  point  that  when 
Jesus  spoke  of  water,  he  spoke  of  the  Spirit  that 
would  be  given  to  believers. 

IY.  Mixed  reactions  to  Jesus  (7:40-43) 

Since  the  time  of  Moses,  the  people  had  look¬ 
ed  for  someone  like  Jesus.  Now  there  was  a 
great  deal  of  speculation  that  Jesus  must  be  the 
Messiah.  However,  the  scripture  taught  that  he 
would  come  from  the  seed  of  David  and  out  of 
Bethlehem.  They  associated  Jesus  with  Galilee, 
rather  than  Judea,  and  there  was  a  division 
among  the  people.  Though  there  were  some 
who  desired  to  arrest  our  Lord,  no  one  dared 
The  Jewish  leaders  were  upset  because  some 
minor  officials  were  unable  to  bring  themselves 
to  arrest  Jesus.  They'd  never  heard  a  man 
speak  as  Jesus  had  spoken 
The  inevitable  confrontation  between  Jesus 
and  the  Jewish  leaders  accelerated  as  the 
hatred  and  frustration  of  the  leaders  toward 
Jesus  deepened  daily. 

Marjean  Patterson  is  executive  director 
Mississippi  \V.Ml\ 


The  rainbow’s  sign:  God’s  promises  for  the  future 


By  James  W.  Street  * 

Genesis  9:1-29 

The  beautiful  bow  in  the  sky  deserves  your 
response.  I  am  not  certain  of  the  meaning  of  the 
rainbow  before  the  episode  in  Genesis,  but  there 
is  no  doubt  in  my  mind  of  the 
symbolic  value  of  the  bow  in 
the  cloud  to  Noah  and  all  of 
us,  his  descendants.  After 
the  flood,  the  survivors 
standing  on  dry  land  built  an 
altar  and  offered  their 
thanks.  In  response  God  pro¬ 
mised,  covenanted,  with 
Noah  and  made  the  rainbow 
Street  the  tangible,  visible  sign  of 
it.  Once  more  the  God  of  the  book  of  Genesis 
is  revealed  as  the  God  in  whom  we  may  trust. 
Further,  the  bow  tells  us  to  take  heart  for  this 
world  can  be  trusted  because  of  the  creator  who 
stands  behind  it. 

The  rainbow  is  also  suggestive  of  God’s  mer¬ 
cy.  Late  one  afternoon  when  a  beautiful  bow  ap¬ 
peared,  I  exclaimed  to  one  Of  our1  children:1 1 


LIFE  AND  WORK 

“Look  at  the  rainbow!  ”  He  looked  in  the  direc¬ 
tion  of  the  sun,  for  he  did  not  know  differently. 
God  never  puts  rainbows  in  the  direction  of  the 
light.  There  is  no  need  for  a  bow  where  the  sun 
is  shining  brightly.  You  and  I  need  a  rainbow 
when  there  is  a  dark  cloud.  Someone  suggested. 
‘The  rainbow  is  the  smile  of  God  set  in  the  still 
frowning  weather.” 

As  the  Genesis  writer  interprets,  you  can 
believe  in  the  bow  because  it  has  been  placed 
there  by  God.  It  is  a  sign  of  promise,  covenant, 
future  and  hope.  The  tendency  with  us  humans 
is  to  see  only  difficulties  in  dark  times  and  to 
succumb  to  their  paralyzing  effect.  But  you  see, 
belief  in  what  lies  beyond  the  darkness,  the  bar¬ 
rier  of  difficulty,  is  the  rainbow!  And  God  put 
it  there. 

That  is  our  hope  for  the  ground  of  our  hope 
is  always  in  God.  The  person  who  has  hope  in 
God  for  the  future  is  the  person  who  has  been 


conscious  of  God  in  the  past.  Furthermore,  the 
person  who  is  conscious  of  God  and  who  can 
face  the  present  and  the  future  with  courage  is 
the  person  who  has  been  faithful  to  duty  in  the 
past  during  which  he/she  felt  the  presence  of 
God.  How  true  this  was  of  Noah!  He  might  not 
have  seen  the  rainbow  or  trusted  w  hat  it  meant 
unless  he  had  already  learned  through  obe¬ 
dience  that  God  was  carrying  him  on. 

Are  we  not,  at  last,  locked  into  life  by  his  and 
our  promises?  Are  we  not  given  steadiness  and 
direction  by  his  and  our  covenants?  Are  we  not 
promise  makers  and  keepers  in  the  image  of 
the  great  promise  maker  and  keeper  who  is 
God.  You  see.  God  has  made  me  and  you  that 
way,  the  promise  making  and  keeping  God. 
When  I  violate  one  promise,  one  covenant,  he 
makes  a  new  one  with  me  He  keeps  after  me. 
He  is  faithful  when  I  am  faithless.  I  cannot 
escape  him. 

Nor  can  I  escape  the  promises  that  bind  my 
life  together.  Really,  I  do  not  want  to!  For  I  am 
the  grateful  recipient  of  so  many  promises.  Life 
is  a  bow-lit,  dawn-tinged  covenant  and  there  is 


a  final  faithfulness  that  holds  it  all  together  ir. 
spite  of  my  broken  promises,  the  faithfulness 
of  God  that  draws  me  back,  that  holds  me,  that 
keeps  reminding  me  that  I,  too,  am  called  to 
promise  keeping. 

The  rainbow  in  the  cloud  —  when  did  you  last 
see  one?  The  bow  tells  us  again  that  we  are  not 
left  to  the  devastation  of  our  own  sin.  For  the 
Christian,  God’s  rainbow  of  hope  shines 
brightest  against  the  dark  storms  of  Calvary. 
There,  finally  and  forever,  came  the  assurance 
that  through  any  storm  there  is  shining  in  all 
the  colors  of  the  rainbow  God’s  promises 

The  poet  said  it  better  than  I:  “God  hath  not 
promised  skies  always  blue,  flower-strewn 
pathways  all  our  lives  through;  God  hath  not 
promised  sun  without  rain,  joy  without  sorrow, 
peace  without  pain. 

“But  God  hath  promised  strength  for  the  day, 
rest  for  the  labor,  light  for  the  way,  grace  for 
the  trials,  help  from  above,  unfailing  sympathy 
undying  love  . .  ” 

James  Street  is  pastor.  First,  Cleveland. 
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donesia,  Bangladesh,  India  and  the 
Philippines. 
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Houston  church  begins  to  FOCUS 
ministry  on  AIDS  patients,  families 

By  Ken  Camp 

HOUSTON  (BP)  —  A  small  the  Houston  AIDS  Foundation  well  as  physical  ministry  to 

group  at  South  Main  Baptist  prior  to  beginning  FOCUS.  patients. 

Church  here  is  reaching  out  in  Carter  says  his  first  task  in 

compassion  to  AIDS  victims  and  preparing  South  Main  for  an  AIDS-  in  that m  tht 

their  families.  related  ministry  was  education  kiSf l a  t* "ng t«ta,ktab®ut  ““ 

The  ministry  group  is  caUed  “Most  of  the  first  month  was  spent  withourexcTo'uon  th^toDi?^ 

FOCUS  — short  for  Focus  On  Car-  in  education  —  teaching  people  ^  . 

ing,  Understanding  and  Support.  what  AIDS  was  and  what  it  wasn’t.  He  add?  th^t  n 

“We’re  not  on  any  kind  of  I  spent  a  lot  of  time  trying  to  a  ^ 

crusade.  We’re  not  trying  to  make  answer  the  fears  and  questions  thi  war*  with^nr**! 

a  social  statement,”  says  BUI  people  had.”  U^  pea^  with  God.  Outer  led 

Turner,  pastor  of  South  Main  FOCUS  group  members  work  in  for  two  AIDS^cfims  to  whom  the 

Church  ‘Some  people  saw  a  need,  cooperation  with  South  Main’s  FOCUS  izroun  had  ministered  one 

SLrXidedn’^tati0n  and  3  f00d  rr  and  °n'Si2.  S?ng  a  other  Mrthriist. 

group  responaea.  ministry  to  prepare  and  deliver 

“Almost  every  church  in  our  ci-  food  to  AIDS  patients,  as  weU  as  Turner  says  the  one  serious 

ty  either  has  been  or  soon  will  be  visiting  patients  at  home  or  in  drawback  to  the  FOCUS  ministry 

impacted  by  AIDS, ’’says  Turner,  hospitals  to  offer  help  and  counsel  is  that  it  has  been  misunderstood 

noting  South  Main  directed  its  at-  u„  by  some  who  view  it  as  South 

tention  to  AIDS  following  a  ,  henpati«its  family  members  Main’s  acceptance  of  homosex¬ 
citywide  clergy  consultation  on  -town  come  to  visit,  uality.  He  explained  in  a  recent 

AIDS  involving  about  50  ministers  fOCUS  group  members  arrange  church  newsletter  column  that  the 

from  various  denominations.  “The  ™usmg  the  families,  opening  FOCUS  ministry  is  meant  to  be  a 

reality  of  this  thing  is  that  if  AIDS  their  own  homes  to  die  visitors.  compassionate,  Christian  response 
hasn’t  impacted  your  church  this  Recently,  FOCUS  helped  to  to  hurting  people  and  should  not  be 
year,  it  probably  will  next  year,”  begin  a  support  group  for  the  seen  as  endorsement  of  a  homo- 

he  adds.  families  of  AIDS  patients  which  sexual  lifestyle  ’“It’s  obvious  that 

Turner  emphasizes  AIDS  is  not  meets  twice  a  month  at  South  the  biblical  sexual  ethic  calk  for 

an  exclusively  homosexual  Main  Church.  The  support  group,  heterosexual  relationships  within 

disease,  and  it  should  not  be  seen  the  first  of  its  kind  in  Houston,  is  the  context  of  marriage,  viewing 

as  divine  retribution  directed  ,e<*  by  two  therapists  from  Cove-  homosexuality  as  an  unacceptable 

toward  that  group.  rant  Baptist  Church,  a  congrega-  lifestyle,”  Turner  wrote  “Not  liv- 

The  FOCUS  ministry  was  begun  tion  dually  aligned  with  the  ing  up  to  the  biblical  ideal, 

last  May  under  the  direction  of  Southern  Baptist  Convention  and  however,  is  not  restricted  to  one 

Robert  Carter,  a  counselor  at  West  American  Baptist  Churches  in  the  group  —  thus,  homosexual  in- 

Oaks  Psychiatric  Hospital  Carter,  USA.  di  vidua  Is  are  not  objects  for  our 

a  graduate  of  the  clinical  pastoral  Although  the  purpose  of  the  condemnation.  They  are  persons  of 

ministry  program  at  Southwestern  FOCUS  ministry  is  not  expressly  value,  created  in  God’s  image’’ 

Baptist  Theological  Seminary,  evangelistic,  group  members  have  Ken  Camp  writes  for  Texas 


JAKARTA,  Indonesia  —  A  74-year- 
old  Chinese  man,  who  had  moved  to 
Indonesia  when  he  was  14  years  old,  MONROVIA,  Liberia  —  Baptists 
decided  to  believe  in  Jesus  Christ  from  five  English-speaking  West 
when,  for  the  first  time,  he  heard  the  African  countries  have  formed  Bap- 
gospel  in  a  dialect  close  to  his  mother  l'st  Publications  Services,  West 
tongue.  Africa  (BaPSWA)  to  help  meet  the 

The  speaker  ws  John  Yuen,  a  stu-  need  for  printed  materials  for 
dent  at  the  Baptist  seminary  in  evangelism,  church  growth  and 
Singapore.  Yuen  was  one  of  four  leadership  training  in  their  countries, 
seminary  students  who  spent  two  Pat  Bellinger  of  Illinois,  Southern 
weeks  in  Indonesia  on  a  mission  trip.  Baptist  missionary  to  Liberia  since 
During  that  time  they  led  145  people  1963- was  chosen  as  the  first  full-time 
to  new  faith  in  Christ  as  their  personal  coordinator  for  BaPSWA,  which  will 
Lord.  relate  to  Baptist  work  in  Nigeria, 

_  _  Sierra  Leone,  Ghana,  The  Gambia 

MaSterLife  starts  and  Liberia.  Zeb  Moss,  Southern  Bap- 
.  o  i .  .  fist  Foreign  Mission  Board  media 

111  Scandinavia  consultant  for  Africa,  led  in  forming 

BaPSWA 

LANGESUND  BAD,  Norway  —  _  .  .  i 
The  first  Scandinavian  workshop  on  British  COUDle 


In  battle  against  AIDS 


Med  group  says  pastors  can  help 

By  David  Wilkinson 

DALLAS  (BP)  —  Pastors,  not  just  disease  already  has  killed  15,000  hysteria  if  you  don’t  know  the  facts  ” 
physicians,  will  be  key  players  in  the  Americans,  most  of  them  homosexual  Alain  Marengo- Roe,  director,  of 
nation’s  battle  against  AIDS,  claim-  men.  special  hematology  and  the  blood 

ed  members  of  a  special  AIDS  Task  According  to  the  Centers  for  bank  at  Baylor,  pointed  out  pastors 
Force  at  Baylor  University  Medical  Disease  Control,  more  than  one  can  be  helpful  in  providing  factual  in- 
Center  in  Dallas.  million  Americans  have  been  infected  formation  about  blood  donations  and 

Ministers,  they  said,  can  help,  in  two  w‘fa  the  AIDS  virus.  transfusions.  A  person,  he  noted,  can- 

critical  areas :  educating  the  public  There  is  no  cure  for  AIDS,  although  not  get  aids  by  donating  blood.  In  the 
about  AIDS  (acquired  immune  defi-  a  new  drug  may  prolong  the  life  of  case  of  blood  transfusions,  an  effec- 
ciency  syndrome)  and  counseling  AIDS  victims  by  inhibiting  the  virus,  five  test  has  been  developed  to  screen 
AIDS  victims  and  their  families.  While  homosexual  men  and  in-  out  AIDS-infected  blood  so  transfu- 
“I  think  ministers,  above  everyone  *favenous  ^  abusers  are  the  two  sions  now  carry  little  risk  -  about  one 
else,  need  to  be  educated  about  groups  ™ost  fleeted  thus  far,  in  100,000,  according  to  the  surgeon 
AIDS,”  said  William  Sutker,  a  Baylor  Surge<’n.?€rfrai  C  Everett  KooP  has  general’s  report. 

University  Medical  Center  internist  warned  ^  disease  is  now  moving  in-  Marengo- Roe  urged  pastors  to  join 

who  specializes  in  infectious  diseases.  creasin8ly  mto  the  heterosexual  com-  appeals  to  high-risk  persons  — 
c, urkn  hoc  trooi^  .h™,*  oc  “’““ty-  In  response  to  the  AIDS  homosexual  men  and  intravenous 

threat’Ko°Phascal,edforincreased  drug  abusers  -  to  exclude 
^  te’  d  victu"s  sex  education  among  teenagers  and  themselves  from  blood  donations 

may  or  may  not  get  accurate  children.  “Unfortunately  ”  he  said  “my  im- 

medioal  car^hiU  rTeardfeJTtET  0,1  ^  0n€  h®™1’  y0U  mU8t  deal  Pression  been  that  the  more 
medical  care,  but  regardless,  they  with  the  facts.  AIDS  is  a  terrible  religious  a  person  is,  the  more  likely 

are  going  to  ne«i  the  emotional  and  disease,  and  there  is  no  cure,”  Sutker  he  is  not  to  tell  the  truth,  whereas  the 

spiritual  support  that  the  pastor  and  explained.  “People  need  to  know  you  person  who  could  care  less  about  sex- 

tne  church  can  give.  can  get  the  virus  through  sexual  con-  ual  moralitv  will  he  truthful”  in 
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